TREATMENT  OF  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 


Rebel  Version  of  their  Cruelties. 


Report  or  file  Rebel  Com* 
mitee  of  Saratigatlon. 


The  following  is  the  report  of  a  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Rebel  Congress  nominally  to  investigate 
the  treatment  of  Union  Prisoners  of  War  by  the  Rebel 
authorities.  Early  in  March  they  made  a  report,  which, 
after  being  printed  by  order  of  the  House,  was  adopted 
by  the  Congress,  and  1,000  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  together  with  the  testimony.  Accordingly  the 
depositions  and  other  evidence  with  the  Report  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing,  whoso  office  was  on  the  west  side  of  Twelfth 
st.,  between  Main  and  Cary.  In  the  great  conflagra¬ 
tion  of  April  3  this  building  was  destroyed,  and  with  it 
were  burned  the  depositions  and  other  evidence  above 
mentioned.  A  few  printed  copies  of  the  Report,  as 
presented  by  the  Committee,  were  preserved. 

REPORT 

OP  THE  JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  CON¬ 
FEDERATE  CONGRESS,  APPOINTED  TO  INVES¬ 
TIGATE  THE  CONDITION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

The  duties  assigned  to  the  Committee  under 
the  several  resolutions  of  Congress  designating  them, 
are  “  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  condition  and 
treatment  of  the  prisoners  of  war  respectively  held  by 
the  Confederate  and  United  States  Governments;  upon  1 
the  cansesof  the  detention,  and  the  refusal  to  exchange; 
and  also  upon  the  violations  by  the  enemy  of  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfare  in  tbe  conduct  of  the  war.”  These 
subjects  are  broad  in  extent  and  importance;  and  in  [ 
order  fnlly  to  investigate  and  present  them,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  propose  to  continae  their  labors  in  obtaining 
evidence,  and  deducing  from  it  a  truthful  report  of 
facts  illustrative  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  war  has  been 
conducted. 

NORTHBSN  PUBLICATIONS. 

But  we  deem  it  proper  at  this  time  to  make  a  pre¬ 
liminary  report,  founded  upon  evidence  recently  taken, 
relating  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  by  both 
belligerents.  This  report  is  rendered  specially  impor¬ 
tantly  reason  of  persistent  efforts  lately  made  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  by  associations 
and  individuals  connected  or  cooperating  with  it,  to 
asperse  the  honor  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  and 
to  charge  them  with  deliberate  and  willful  cruelty  to 
prisoners  of  war.  Two  publications  have  been  issued 


at  the  North  within  the  past  year,  and  have  been  cir-  i 
culated  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  some  parts  j 
of  the  South,  and  in  Europe.  One  of  these  is  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  the  Northern  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Northern  Con?  ess  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War,  known  as  “Beport  No.  67.”  The  other  purports 
to  be  a  “Narrative  of  the  privations  and  sufferings  of 
United  States  officers  and  soldiers  while  prisoners  of 
war,”  and  is  issued  as  a  report  of  a  commission  of  in¬ 
quiry  appointed  by  “The  United  States  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission.” 

This  body  is  alleged  to  consist  of  Valentine  Mott,  M. 
D.,  Edward  Delaffeld,  M.  D.,  Gouverneur  Morris  Wil¬ 
kins,  esq.,  Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.  D.,  Hon.  J.  J.  Clarke 
Hare,  and  Rev.  Treads  ell  Walden.  Although  these 
persons  are  not  of  sufficient %ublic  importance  and 
weight  to  give  authority  to  their  publication,  yet  your 
committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice  it  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  “  Beport  No.  67,”  before  mentioned,  be¬ 
cause  the  Sanitary  Commission  has  been  understood  to 
have  acted  to  a  great  extent  under  the  control  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government,  and 
because  their  report  claims  to  be  founded  on  evidence 
taken  in  solemn  form. 

THEIR  SPIRIT  AND  INTENT. 

A  candid  reader  of  these  publications  will  not  fail  to 
discover  that,  whether  the  statements  they  make  be 
true  or  npt,  their  spirit  is  not  adapted  to  promote  a  bet¬ 
ter  feeling  between  the  hostile  powers.  They  are  not 
intended  fo  the  humane  purpose  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  unhappy  prisoners  held  in  captivity. 
They  are  designed  to  inflame  the  evil  passions  of  the 
North;  to  keep  up  the  war  spirit  among  their  own  peo¬ 
ple;  to  represent  the  South  as  acting  under  the  domin¬ 
ion  of  a  spirit  of  cruelty,  inhumanity  and  interested 
malice,  and  thns  to  villify  her  people  in  the  eyes  of  all 
on  whom  these  publications  can  work  They  are  justly 
characterized  by  the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  that  class  of  literature  called  the  “sensational” 
— a  style  of  writing  prevalent  for  many  years  at  the 
North,  and  which,  beginning  with  the  writers  of  news- 
i  paper  narratives  and  cheap  fiction,  has  gradually  ex¬ 
tended  itself,  until  it  is  now  the  favored  mode  adopted 
by  medical  professors,  judges  of  courts,  and  reverend 
clergymen,  and  is  even  chosen  as  the  proper  style  for  a 
report  by  a  Commitee  of  their  Congress. 

PHOTOGRAPHS."- 

Nothing  can  better  ilinsirate  the  truth  of  this  view 
than  the  “Beport  No.  67.”  and  its  appendages.  It  is 
accompanied  by  eight  pictures,  or  photographs,  alleged 
to  represent  United  States  prisoners  of  war.  returned 
from  Bichmond,  in  a  sad  state  of  emaciation  and  suffer¬ 
ing.  Concerning  these  eases,  your  committee  will  have 
ether  remarks,  to  be  presently  submitted.  They  are 
OTily  alluded  to  now  to  snow  that  this  report  does  really 
belong  to  the  “sensational”  class  of  literature,  and  that, 
“prim a  facie,”  it  is  open  to  the  same  criticism  to  which 
I  the  yellow  covered  novels,  the  ‘‘narratives  of  noted 
highwaymen,”  and  the  “awful  beacons”  of  the  North¬ 
ern  book-stalls  should  be  subjected. 

The  intent  and  spiv  it  of  this  report  may  bo  gathered 
from  the  following  extract;  "The  evidence  proves  bo- 
j  yond  all  manner  of  doubt,  a  deiermination  on  the  part 
!  of  the  Bebel  authorities,  deliberately  and  persistently 
|  practiced  for  a  long  time  past,  to  subject  those  oi  our 
,  soldiers  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into 
their  hands,  to  a  system  of  treatment  which  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  reducing  many  of  those  who  have  survived 
and  been  permitted  to  return  to  us,  to  a  condition  both 
physically  and  mentally,  which  no  language  we  can  use 
can  adequately  describe.” — Beport,  p.  j.  And  they 
give  also  a  letter  from  Ed  win  M.  Stanton,  the  Northern 
Secretary  of  War,  from  which  the  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract;  “  The  enormity  of  the  crime_committed  by  the 


Rebels  toward  our  prisoners  for  the  last  several  months 
is  not  known  or  realized  bv  our  people,  and  cannot  but 
fill  with  horror  the  civilized  world,  when  the  facts  are 
fully  revealed.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  de¬ 
liberate  system  of  savagtf>«nd  barbarous  treatment  and 
starvation,  the  result  of  which  will  be  that  few  (if  anv) 
of  the  prisoners  that  have  been  in  their  hands  during 
the  past  Winter,  will  ever  again  bo  in  a  condition  to 
render  any  service  or  even  to  enjoy  life.” — Report,  p.  4. 
And  the  Sanitary  Commission,  in  their  pamphlet,  after 
picturing  many  scenes  of  privation  and  suffering,  and 
orir  gir.g  many  charges  of  cruelty  against  the  Confed¬ 
erate  authorities,  declare  as  follows: 

“  The  conclusion  is  unavoidable,  therefore,  that  these  priva¬ 
tions  and  sufferings  have  been  designedly  inflicted  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  other  authorities  of  the  Rebel  Government,  and 
could  not  have  been  due  to  causes  which  such  authorities, 
could  not  control.” — p.  95. 

TRUTH  TO  BE  SOUGHT. 

After  examining  these  publications,  your  committee 
approached  the  subject  with  an  earnest  desire  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  truth.  If  tbeir  investigation  should  result  in 
ascertaining  that  these  charges  tor  any  of  them)  were 
true,  the  committee  desired,  as  far  as  might  be  in  their 
power,  and  as  far  as  they  could  influence  the  Congress, 
to  remove  the  evils  complained  of.  and  to  conform 
to  the  most  humane  spirit  of  civilization ;  and  if  j 
these  charges  were  unfounded  and  false,  they  deemed 
it  a  sacred  duty,  without  delay,  to  present  to  *ithe  Con¬ 
federate  Congress  and  people,  and  to  the  public  eye  of 
the  enlightened  world,  a  vindication  of  their  country, 
and  to  relievedier  authorities  from  the  injurious  slan¬ 
ders  brought  against  her  by  her  enemies.  With  these 
views,  we  have  taken  a  considerable  amount  of  testi¬ 
mony  bearing  on  the  sublect.  Wo  have  sought  to  obtain 
witnesses  whose  positioner  duties  made  them  familiar 
with  the  facts  testified  to,  and  whose  characters  entitled 
them  to  full  ciedit.  We  have,  not  hesitated  to  examine  1 
Northern  prisoners  of  war  upon  points  and  experience 
specially  within  their  knowledge.  We  now  present  the 
testimony  taken  by  ns,  and  submit  a  report  of  facts  and 
inferences  fairly  dedncible  from  the  evidence,  from  the 
admission  of  out* enemies,  and  from  public  records  of 
undoubted  authority. 

FACTS  AS  TO  SICK  AND  WOUNDED  PRISONERS. 

First  in  order,  ytmr  committee  will  notice  the  charge 
contained  both  in  ‘‘Report  No,  67.”  and  in  tne  “  sani¬ 
tary”  publication,  founded  on  the  appearance  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  sick  prisoners  sent  from  Richmond  to  An¬ 
napolis  and  Baltimore  about  the  last  of  April,  L664. 
These  are  the  men,  some  of  whom  form  the  subjects  of 
the  photographs  with  which  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gressional  Committee  have  adorned  their  report.  The 
disinger.nous  attempt  is  made  in  both  these  publications 
to  produce  the  impression  that  these  sick  and  emaciated 
men  were  fair  representatives  of  the  General  state  of 
the  prisoners  held  oy  the  South,  and  that  ail  their  pxia-  j 
oners  were  being  rapidly  reduced  to  the  same  state  by 
starvation  and  cruelty,  and  by  neglect,  ill-treatment 
and  denial  of  proper  food,  stimulants  and  medicines  in 
the  Confederate  hospitals.  Your  committee  take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  not  only  is  this  charge  proved 
to  wholly  false,  but  the  evidence  ascertains  facts  as 
to  the  Confederate  hospitals  in  which  Northern  pris¬ 
oners  of  war  are  treated,  highly  creditable  to  the 
authorities  which  established  them,  and  to  the  surgeons 
and  their  aids  who  have  so  humanely  conducted  them. 
The  facts  are  simply  these: 

The  Federal  authorities,  in  violation  of  the  cartel, 
having  for  a  long  time  refused  exchange  of  prisoners, 
finally  consented  to  a  partial  exchange  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  on  both  sides.  Accordingly  a  number  of  such 

grisoners  were  sent  from  the  tyxtpiTals  in  Richmond, 
renerai  directions  had  been  given  that  none  should  be 


sent  except  those  who  might  be  expected  to  endure  the 
removal  and  passage  with  safety  to  their  lives;  but  in 
some  eases  the  surgeons  were  induced  to  depart  from 
this  rule,  by  the  entreaties  of  some  officers  and  men  in 
the  last  stages  of  emaciation,  suffering  not  only  with 
oxcessive  debility  but  with  “nostalgia,”  or  borne  sick¬ 
ness,  whose  oases  were  regarded  as  desperate,  and  who 
could  not  live  if  they  remained,  and  might  possibly  im¬ 
prove  if  carried  home.  Thus  it  happened  that  some 
very  sick  and  emaciated  men  were  carried  to  Annapo- 
!  lis.  but  their  illness  was  not  the  result  of  ill  treatment ; 
or  neglect.  Such  cases  might  be  found  in  any  large 
boBpital,  North  or  South.  They  might  even  be  found 
in  private  families,  where  the  sufferer  would  be  sur¬ 
rounded  by  eveiy  comfort  that  love  could  bestow.  Yet 
these  a”e  the  cases  which,  with  hideous  violation  of  de¬ 
cency.  the  Northern  committee  have  paraded  in  pic¬ 
tures  and  photographs.  They  have  taken  their  own 
sick  and  enfeebled  soldiers;  have  stripped  them  naked; 
have  exposed  them  before  a  daguerrean  apparatus; 
have  pictured  every  shrunken  limb  and  muscle — and  all 
for  the  purpose,  not  of  relieving  their  sufferings,  but  of 
'  bringing  a  false  and  slauderous  oharge  against  the 
South. 

CONFEDERATE  SICK  AND  'WOUNDED— THEIR  CONDI¬ 
TION  WHEN  IvETUKNED. 

The  evidence  is  overwhelming  that  the  illness  of 
these  (Union)  prisoners  was  not  the  result  of  ill  treat¬ 
ment  or  neglect.  The  testimony  of  Surgeons  Semple 
and  Spence,  of  Assistant-Surgeons  Tinsley,  Marriott 
and  Miller,  and  of  the  Union  prisoners,  E.  P.  Dairy mple, 
George  Henry  Brown  and  Freeman  B.  Teague,  'ascer¬ 
tains  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  candid  mind.  But 
in  refuting  this  charge,  your  committee  are  compelled 
by  the  evidence  to  bring  a  counter  charge  against  the 
Northern  authorities,  which  they  fear  will  not  be  so 
easily  refuted.  In  exchange,  a  number  of  Confederate 
sick  and  wounded  prisoners  have  been  at  various  times 
delivered  at  Richmond  and  at  Savannah.  The  mortality 
among  these  on  the  passage  and  their  condition  when 
1  delivered  were  so  deplorable  as  lo  justify  the  charge 
that  they  had  been  treated  with  inhuman  neglect  by  the 
Northern  authorities. 

AssTtant-Surgeon  Tinsley  testifies:  “  I  have  seen 
many  of  our  prisoneis  returned  from  the  North,  who 
1  were  nothing  but  skin  and  bones.  They  were  as  emaci¬ 
ated  as  a  man  could  be  to  retain  life,  and  the  photo¬ 
graphs  (appended  to  4  Report  No.  (i7  ’)  would  not  be  ex¬ 
aggerated  representations  of  our  returned  prisoners  to 
whom  I  thus  allude.  I  saw  250  of  our  sick  brought  in 
on  litters  from  the  steamer  at  Rockett’s.  Thirteen  dead 
bodies  were  brought  off  the  steamer  the  same  night. 
At  least  thirty  died  in  ona  night  altef  they  were  re¬ 
ceived.” 

Surgeon  Spence  testifies :  “  I  was  at  Savannah,  and 
saw  rather  over  3,000  prisoners  received.  The  list 
showed  that  a  large  number  bad  died  on  the  passage 
from  Baltimore  to  Savannah.  The  number  sent  from 
the  Federal  prisons  was  3,500,  and  out  of  that  number 
they  delivered  only  3,028,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
Capt.  Hatch  can  give  you  the  exact  number.  Thus, 
about  472  died  on  l he  passage.  I  was  told  that  67  dead 
bodies  had  been  taken  from  one  train  of  cars  between 
Elmira  and  Baltimore.  After  being  received'  at  Savan¬ 
nah,  they  had  the  best  attention  possible,  yet  many 
died  in  a  few  days.  In  carrying  out  the  exchange  of 
disabled,  sick  and  wmunded  men.  we  delivered  at  Sa¬ 
vannah  and  Charleston  about  11, COO  Federal  prisoners, 
and  their  physical  condition  compared  most  favorably 
with  those  we  received  in  exchange,  although  of 
course  the  worst  cases  among  the  Confederates  had 
been  removed  by  death  during  the*  pass  age.” 

Richard  H.  Dibrell.  a  merchant  of  Richmond,  and  a 
member  of  the  “  ambulance  committee,’*  whose  labors 


in  mitigating  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded  have 
been  acknowledged  both  by  Confederate  and  Northern 
men,  thus  testifies  concerning  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  at  Savannah,  returned  from  Northern  prisons  i 
and  hospitals:  “  I  have  never  seen  a  set  of  men  in  worse 
condition.  They  were  so  enfeebled  and  emaciated  that  j 
we  lifted  them  like  little  children.  Many  of  them  wore 
like  living  skeletons.  Indeed,  there  was  one  poor  boy,  ' 
about  17  years  old,  who  presented  the  most  distressing 
and  deplorable  appearance  1  ever  saw.  He  was  nothing 
!  but  skin  and  bone,  and  beside  this,  he  was  litera  l? 
eaten  up  with  vermin.  He  died  in  the  hospital  in  a  few 
days  after  being. removed  thither,  notwithstanding  the 
kindest  treatment  and  the  use  of  the  most  judicious 
nourishment.  Our  men  were  in  so  reduced  a  condition, 
that  on  more  than  one  trip  np  on’the  short  passage  of  ten 
miles  from  the  transports  to  the  city,  as  many  ee  five 
died.  The  clothing  of  the  privates  was  in  a  wretched 
state  of  tatters  and  fi.th.’'  'The  mortality  on  the  pas¬ 
sage  from  Maryland  was  very  great,  ns  veil  as  that  on 
the.  passage  from  the  prisons  to  the  port  fiom  which 
they  started.  I  cannot  orate  the  exect  number,  but  I 
think  I  heard  that  3.500  wero  started,  and  we  only  re¬ 
ceived  about  3,027.  I  have  looked  at  the  photogoaphs 
appended  to  *  Keport  No.  67'  of  the  committee  of  the 
Federal  Congress,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
several  of  our  men  were  worse  cases  of  emaciation  and 
sickness  than  any  represented  in  these  photographs.” 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Dibrell  is  confirmed  by  that  of 
Andrew  Johnston,  also  a  merchant  of  Richmond,  and  a 
member  of  the  “  ambulance  committee.’1 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  rick  and  wounded  Federal 
prisoners  at  Annapolis,  whore  condition  has  been  made 
a  subject  of  outcry  and  of  wide  spread  complaint  by 
the  Northern  Congicae.  were  not  in  a  worse  state  than 
were  the  Cuulederate  prisoners  returned  frem  North¬ 
ern  hospitals  and  prisons  of  which  the  Lumanity  and 
superior  management  are  made  subjects  of  special 
boasting  by  tbe  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  1 


CONFEDERATE  HOSPITALS  FOR  PRISONERS. 

In  'connection  with  this  subject,  jour  Committee 
take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  facts  ascertained  by 
their  investigations  concerning  the  Confederate  hospi¬ 
tals  for  sick  and  wounded  Fetleial  prisoners.  Tney 
have  made  personal  examination,  and  h  <ve  taken  evi¬ 
dence  specially  in  relation  to  “Hospital  No.  21.”  in 
Richmond,  because  this  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
distinct  charge  in  the  publication  Inst  mentioned.  It 
has  been  shown  not  only  by  the  evidence  of  the  sur¬ 
geons  and  their  assistants,  but  by  that  of  Federal  pris¬ 
oners.  that  the  treatment  of  the  Northern  prisoners  in 
these  hospitals  has  been  everything  that  humanity 
could  dictate;  that  their  wards  have  been  well  venti¬ 
lated  and  clean;  their  food  tbe  best  that  could  be  pro¬ 
cured  for  them;  and,  in  fact,  that  no  distinction 
had  been  made  between  their  treutment  and  that  of  our 
own  sick  and  wounded  men.  Moreover,  it  is  pr-otfad 
that  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  to  supply  to  the 

Eatients,  out  of  the  hospital  funds,  such  articles  as  milk, 
utter,  eggs,  tea  and  other  delicacies,  when  they  were 
required  by  the  condiiion  of  the  p  itient.  This  is  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  E.  I*.  Dairy  in  pie  of  New-York, 
George  Henry  Brown  of  Pennsylvania  and  Freeman  B. 
Teague  of  New-Hampshire,  whoss  depositions  accom¬ 
pany  this  report. 

CONTRAST. 


This  hnmane  and  considerate  usage  was  not  adopted 
in  the  United  States  hospital  on  Johnson’s  Island, 
where  Confederate  sick  end  wounded  officers  wore 
treated.  Colonel  J.  H.  Holman  thus  testifies:  *•  The 
Federal  authorities  did  nor  furnish  to  the  sick  pris¬ 
oners  the  nutriment  and  other  articles  which  were 
prescribed  by  their  own  surgeons.  All  they  would 
do  was  to  permit  the  prisoners  to  buy  the  nutriment 


6K. 


or  stimulants  needed;  and  if  they  had  no  mont*y, 
they  could  not  get  them.  I  kaow  this,  for  I 
was  in  the  hospital  sick  inyseif,  and 
I  had  to  buy.  myself,  such  articles  as  eggs,  milk, 
flour,  chickens  and  buiter,  after  their  doctors  had  pre¬ 
scribed  them.  And  I  know*  this  was  generally  the  case, 
for  we  had  to  get  up  a  fund  among  ourselves  for  this 
purpose,  to  aid  those  who  were  not  well  supplied  with 
money.  ’  This  statement  is  continued  by  rhe  testimony 
of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  John  J.  Miller,  who  was 
at  Johnson’s  Island  for  more  than  eight  months.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  such  articles  as  eggs,  milk  and 
butter  were  very  scarce  and  high  priced  iu  Richmond, 
and  plentiful  and  cheap  at  the  North,  the  contrast  thus 
presented  may  well  put  to  shame  the  “Sanitary  Commis¬ 
sion,”  and  dissipate  ihe  self-complacency  w  th  which 
they  have  boasted  of  the  superior  humanity  in  the 
Northern  prisons  and  hospitals. 

CHARGE  OF  BOBBING  PRISONERS, 
j  Your  committee  now  proceed  to  notice  other  charges 
in  these  publications.  It  is  said  that  their  prisoners 
were  habitually  stripped  of  blankets  and  other  prop¬ 
erty  on  being  captured.  What  pillage  may  have  been 
committed  on  the  battle  field  after  the  excitement  of 
combat  your  committee  cannot  know.  But  they  feel 
well  assured  that  such  pillage  was  never  encouraged  by 
the  Confederate  Cenends,  and  bore  no  compar  ison  to 
rhe  wholesale  robbery  and  uest.uction  to  which  the 
Federal  armies  have  abandoned  themselves  in  possessing 
parts  of  our  teiritory.  It  is  certain  that  'after  the 
prisoners  were  brought  to  the  Libby  and  other  prisons 
in  Richmond,  no  such  pillage  was  permitted'.  Only  ar¬ 
ticles  which  came  properly  under  the  head  cl  munitions 
of  war  were  taken  from  rliem. 

SHOOTING  PRISONERS. 

The  next  charge  noticed  is,  that  me  guards  nronnd 
the  Libhy  Prison  were  iu  the  habit  of  recklessly  and  in 
humunly  shooting  at  the  prisoners,  upon  the  most  friv¬ 
olous  pretexts,  and  that  the  Confederate  officers,  so  far 
from  forbidding  this,  rater  enoouraged  it,  and  made  it  j 
a  subject  of  sportive  remark.  This  charge  is  wholly 
false  and  baselss.  The  “Rules  and  Regulations” 
appended  to  the  deposition  of  Major  Thomas  P. 
Turner  expressly  provide.  “Nor  shall  any  prisoner 
|  be  fired  upon  by  a  sentinel  or  other  person,  ex- 
j  cept  in  oase  of  revolt  or  attempted  escape.”  Five  or 
six  cases  have  occurred  in  which  prisoners  have  been 
fired  on  and  killed  or  hurt;  but  every  oase  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  careful  investigation  and  report,  as 
will  appear  by  the  evidence.  Asa  proper  comment  on 
this  charge,  your  committee  report  that  the  practioe  of 
firing  on  our  prisoners  by  the  guards  in  the  Northern 
prisons  appears  to  have  been  indulged  in  to  a  most 
brutal  and  atrocious  extent.  See  tne  depositions 
of  C.  C#  Herrington,  Wm.  F.  Gordon,  jr.,  J.  35. 
McCreary,  Dr.  Thomas  P.  Holloway  and  John  P. 
Fennell.  At  Fort  Delaware,  a  cruel  regulation 
as  to  the  use  of  the  “sinks,”  wus  made  the  pretext  for  | 
firing  on  and  murdering  several  of  our  men  and  officers  I 
—among  them  Lieut.-Col.  Jones,  who  was  lame,  and  I 
was  shot  down  by  the  sentinel  while  helpless  and  feeble,  1 
and  while  seeking  to  explain  bis  condition.  Yet  this 
!  sentinel  was  not  only  not  punished,  but  was  promoted 
tor  his  act.  At  Camp  Douglas  as  many  as  eighteen  of 
our  men  are  reportod  to  have  been  shot  in  a  single 
month.  These  facts  may  well  produce  a  conviction  in 
the  candid  observer  that  it  is  the  North  and  not  the 
Soatti  that  is  open  to  ihe  charge  of  deliberately  and 
wilfull  destroying  the  lives. of  the  prisoners  held  by  her. 

MEANS  FOR  SECURING  CLEANLINESS. 


The  next  charge  is,  that  the  JLibby  and  Bell  Isle 
prisoners  were  habitually  kept  in  a  filthy  condi¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  officers  and  men  confined  there 
were  prevented  from  keeping  themselves  suffi¬ 
ciently  clean  to  avoid  vermin  and  similar  discom¬ 
forts.  The  evidence  clearly  contradicts  this 
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charge.  It  is  proved  by  the  depositions  of  Maj. 
Turner,  Lieut.  Boissieux,  the  .Rev.  Dr.  McCabe  and 
others,  that  the  prisons  were  kept  constantly  and 
s} stematicaliy  policed  and  cleansed;  that  in  the 
Libby  tuere  was  an  ample  supply  of  water  conducted 
to  each  floor  by  the  city  pipes,  aDd  that  ihe  prisoners 
were  not  vraly  not  restricted  in  its  use,  but  urged  to 
keep  themselves  clean.  At  Belie  Isle,  for  a  brief  sea¬ 
son  (about  three  weeks),  in  consequence  of  a  Budden  J 
increase  in  the  nutr  bjr  of  prisoners,  the  police  was  in¬ 
terrupted,  bnt  it  was  soon  restored,  and  ampte  means 
for  washing  both  themselves  and  their  clothes,  were  at 
all  times  furnished  to  the  prisoners.  It  is  doubtless 
true,  that  notwithstanding  these  facilities,  many  of 
the  prisoners  were  iousy  and  filthy ;  but  it  was  the  re¬ 
sult  of  their  own  habits,  and  rot  of  neglect  in  the  disci¬ 
pline  Or  arrangements  of  the  prison.  MaDy  of  the 
prisoners  were  captured  and  brought  in  wiile  in  this 
condition.  The  Federal  Gen.  Neal  Dow  well  expressed 
their  character  and  habits  'When  he  came  to  dis¬ 
tribute  clothing  among  them,  he  was  met  by  profane 
abuse,  and  he  said  to  the  Confederate  officer  in  charge, 

“  You  have  beie  the  scrapings  and  rakings  of  Europe. r 
That  such  men  should  be  nltby  in  their  habits  might  be 
expected. 

CHARGE  OF  WITHHOLDING  AND  PILLAGING  BOXES. 

AVe  next  notice  the  charge  that  the  boxes  of  pro¬ 
visions  and  clothing  sent  to  the  prisoners  from  the 
North,  were  not  delivered  to  them,  and  were  habilualiy 
robbed  and  plundered,  bv  permission  of  the  Confederate 
authorities.  The  evidence  satisfies  your  Committee 
that  this  charge  is,  in  all  substantial  points,  unntrue. 
For  a  per  od  of  about  one  month  there 
was  a  stoppage  in  the  delivery  of  boxes, 
caused  by  a  report  that  the  Federal  au¬ 
thorities  v\  ere  forbidding  the  delivery  of  simitar  sup¬ 
plies  to  our  prisoners.  But  the  boxes  were  put  in  a 
warehouse,  and  afterward  delivered.  For  some  time 
no  search  was  made  of  boxes  from  the  **  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee,”  intended  for  the  piisoners*  hospital.  Bat  a 
letter  was  intercepted,  advising  that  money  should  be 
sent  in  theee  boxes,  as  they  were  never  searched,  which 
money  was  to  be  used  in  bribing  tne  guard,  and  thus 
releasing  the  prisoners.  After  this  it  was  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  to  search  every  box.  which  necessarily  produced 
some  delay.  Your  committee  are  satisfied  that  if  these 
boxes  or  their  contents  were  robbed,  the  prison  officials 
are  not  responsible  therefor.  Beyond  doubt,  robberies 
were  often  committed  by  prisoners  themselves,  to  whom 
the  contents  were  delivered  for  distribution  to  their 
owners.  Notwithstanding  all  this  alleged  pillage,  the 
supplies  seem  to  have  been  sufficient  to  keep  the  quar¬ 
ters  or  the  prisoners  so  wed  furnished  that  they  fre¬ 
quently  presented,  in  the  language  of  a  witness,  “the 
appearance  cf  a  large  grocery  store.” 

THE  FEDERAL  COLONEL  SANDERSON’S  TESTIMONY. 

In  connection  wita  this  point,  your  committee  refer 
to  the  testimony  of  a  Federal  officer,  Col.  JameB  M. 
Sanderson,  whose  letter  is  annexed  to  the  deposition  of 
Maj.  Turner.  He  testifies  to  the  fall  delivery  of  the 
clothing  and  supplies  from  the  North, and  to  the  humanity 
and  Kindness  of  the  Coofedei  ate  officers,  specially  men¬ 
tioning  Lieut.  Bussier.x, commanding  the  Belle  IsLp.  His 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Uniteu 
States  Sanitary  Commission,  and  was  beyond  doubt  re¬ 
ceived  by  them,  having  been  forwarded  by  the  regular 
flag  of  truce.  Yet  the  scrupulous  and  honest  gentle¬ 
men  composing  that  Commission,  have  nut  found  it  con¬ 
venient  for  their  purposes  to  insert  this  letter  in  their 
publication.  Had  they  been  really  searching  for  tne 
truth,  this  letter  would  have  aided  them  in  finding  it. 


<0 


MINE  UNDER  THE  LIBBY  PRISON. 

Your  committee  proceed  next  to  notice  the  allegation 
that  the  Confederate  authorities  had  prepared  amine 
'  under  the  Licby  Prison,  and  placed  in  it  a  quantity  of 
gunpowder  lor  the  purpose  of  blowing  up  the  buildings, 
with  their  inmates,  in  ease  of  an  attempt  to  rescue 
them.  After  ascertaining  all  the  facts  bearing  on  this 
su eject,  your  committee  believe  that  what  was  done 
uuuer  the  circumstances  will  meet  a  verdict  of  approval 
fiom  all  whose  prejudices  do  not  blind  them  to  the 
truth.  The  state  of  things  was  unprecedented  in  his¬ 
tory,  and  must  be  judged  of  according  to  the  motives 
at  work,  and  the  result  accomplished.  A  large 
body  of  Northern  raiders,  under  one  Col. 
Daighren  was  approaching  Richmond.  It  was 

ascertained  by  the  reports  of  prisoners  captured 
from  them,  and  other  evidence  that  their  design 
was  to  enter  the  city,  to  set  fire  to  the  build¬ 
ings,  publio  and  private,  for  which  purpose  turpen¬ 
tine  bulls  iu  great  number  had  beeu  prepared  ;  to 
murder  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  and 
other  prominent  men  ;  to  release  the  prisoners  of  war, 
j  then  numbering  5,000  to  6, 0U0;  to  put  arms  it  to  their 
hands,  and  to  turn  over  the  city  to  indiscriminate  pil- 
I  lage,  rape  and  slaughter.  At  the  same  time  a  plot  wus 
I  discoveied  amohg  the  prisoners  to  cooperate  in  this 
|  scheme,  and  a  large  number  of  knives  and  slnng-shot 
(trade  by  putting  stones  into  woolen  stockings)  were 
detec. eu  in  places  of  concealment  about 

j  their  quarters.  To  defeat  a  plan  so  diabolical,  assured- 
j  ly  the  sternest  means  were  justified.  If  it  would  have 
been  right  to  put  to  death  any  one  prisoner  attempting 
toeseapeuudersucbciiCufnstance8.it  seems  logically 
certain  that  it  would  have  been  equally  right  to  put  to 
death  any  number  making  sueli  attempt.  But  in  truth 
the  moans  adopted  weie  those  of  humanity  and  preven¬ 
tion,  rather  thin  of  execution.  The  Confederate  au¬ 
thorities  filt  able  to  meet  and  repulse  Dahlgron  and 
bis  raiders,  if  they  could  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  real  object  was  to  save  their  lives,  as  well  as 
those  of  our  citizens.  The  guard  force  at  the  prisons 
was  small,  and  all  the  local  troops  in  and  around  Rich¬ 
mond  were  needed  to  meet  the  threatened  attack.  Had 
the  prisoners  escaped,  the  women  and  children  of  the 
city,  as  well  as  their  homes,  would  have  been  at  the 
mercy  of  5,0C0  outlaws.  Humanity  required  that  the 
most  summary  measures  should  be  used  to  deter  them 
li'Om  any  attempt  at  escape. 

A  mine  was  prepared  under  the  Libby  Prison;  a  suffi¬ 
cient  quantity  of  gunpowmr  was  put  into  it.  and  pains 
were  takeu  to  inform  the^visoners  that  anv  attempt  at 
escape  made  by  them  would  be  effectually  defeated. 
The  plan  succeeded  perfectly  The  prisoners  were  awed 
and  kept  quiet.  Danlgreu  and  his  party  were  defeated 
and  scatteied.  The  danger  passed  away,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  the  gunpowder  was  removed.  Such  are  the  facf3. 
'fiTtfr  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  make  them  known,  I 
feeling  assured  that  the  conscience  of  the  enlightened 
world  and  the  great  law  of  self  preservation  will  justify 
all  that  was  done  by  our  country  and  her  officers. 
CHARGE  OF  INTENilONAL  STARVATION  AND  CRUELTY. 

We  now  proceed  to  notice,  under  one  head,  the  lust 
and  gravest  charge  made  in  these  publications.  They 
assert  that  the  Northern  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Confederate  authorities  have  been  starved,  frozen,  in 
humanely  punished,  often  confined  in  foul  and  loath¬ 
some  quarters,  deprived  of  fresh  air  and  exercise,  and 
neglected  and  maltreated  in  sickness— -and  that  all  this 
was  done  upon  a  deliberate,  wilful  and  long  coh- 
ceived  plau  of  the  Confederate  Government  q,nd  officers. 
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for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  lives  of  these  pris¬ 
oners.  or  of  rendering  them  forever  incapable  of  mili¬ 
tary  service.  This  charge  accuses  the  Southern 
Government  of  a  ci  ime  so  horrible  and  unnatural  that 
it  could  never  have  been  made  except  by  those  ready  to 
blacken  with  slander  men  whom  they  have  loug  injured 
ai  d  hated.  Your  Committee  feel  l»>ut  d  to  reply  to  it 
calmly  and  emphatically.  They  pronounce  it  false  iu 
|  f'<ct  and  in  design;  false  in  the  btsis  on  which  it  as¬ 
sumes  to  rest,  and  false  iu  its  estimate  of  the  motives 
which  have  controlled  the  Southern  authorities. 

HUMANE  POLICY  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  GOVERN¬ 
MENT 

At  an  early  period  in  the  present  contest  the  Con¬ 
federate  Government  recognized  their  obligation  to 
tieat  prisoners  of  war  with  humaniiy  and  considera 
tion.  Before  any  laws  weje  passed  on  the  subject,  the 
Executive  Department  provided  such  prisoners  as  fell 
into  their  hands  with  pioper  quarters  sod  barracks  to 
shelter  them,  and  with  rations  the  same  in  quantity  and 
quality  as  those  furnished  to  the  Confederate  sol- 
Qiei  s  who  guarded  these  prisoners.  They  also  showed; 
an  earnest  wish  to  mitigate  t tie  sad  condition  of  pris  ! 
» oners  of  war.  by  a  system  of  fair  and  prompt  exchange  j 
|  —and  the  Confederate  Congress  cooperated  in  these 
'  humane  views.  By  their  act,  approved  on  the  21st  day 
of  May,  1861,  theyprovided  that  “all  prisoners  of  wai 
taken,  whether  on  laiid  or  sea,  during  the  pending  hos¬ 
tilities  with  the  United  States,  shot;  be  transferred  by 
the  captors  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as 
convenient,  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  President,  to  issue  such  instructions  to  the 
Quartermaster-G-eneal  and  his  subordinates,  as  shall 
provide  for  the  safe  custody  and  sustenance  of  prisoners 
ot  war;  and  the  rations  furnished  prisoners  of  war  shall 
be  the  same,  in  quantity  and  quality,  those  fur¬ 
nished  to  enlisted  men  in  the  army  of  the 
Confederacy.”  Such  were  the  declared  purpose  and 
policy  of  the  Confederate  Government  toward  prisoners 
of  war — and  amid  all  the  privations  and  losses  to  which 
their  enemies  have  subjected  them,  they  have  sought  to 
carry  them  into  effect. 

RATIOS  S  AND  GENERAL  TREATMENT. 

Onr  investigations  tor  this  preliminary  report  have 
been  confined  chiefly  to  the  rations  and  treatment  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  at  the  Libby  and  other  prisons  in 
.Richmond  and  on  Belle  Isle.  This  wc  have  done,  be¬ 
cause  the  publications  to  which  we  have  alluc  ed  refer 
chiefly  .to  them,  and  because  the  **  Re  port  No.  67"  of  the 
Northern  Congress  plainly  intimates  the  belie:  that  the 
treatment  in  and  around  Richmond  was  worse  than  it 
was  farther  South.  That  report  says:  "It  will  be  ob¬ 
served  from  the  testimony  that  all  the  witnesses  who 
testify  upon  hat  {joint  state  that  the  treatment  they 
received  «  hile  confined  at.  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
Dalton,  Georgia,  and  other  places,  was  far  more  hu¬ 
mane  than  that  they  received  at  Richmond,  where  the 
authorities  of  the  so-called  Confederacy  were  congre¬ 
gated.  ”  Report,  p.  3. 

The  jovidence  proves  that  the  rations  furnished  to 
prisoners  of  war  in  Richmond  and  on  Belle  Isle,  have 
been  never  less  than  those  furnished  to  the  Confederate 
soldiers  who  guarded  them,  and  have  at  some  seasons 
been  larger  in  quantity  and  better  in  quality  than  those 
furnished  to  Confederate  troops  iu  the  held.  This 
has  been  because  until  February,  1864,  the  Quarter¬ 
master's  Department  furnished  the  prisoners,  and  often 
had  provisions  or  funds,  when  the  Commisiary 
Department  was  not  so  well  provided.  Once,  ancl 
only  once,  for  a  few  weeks  the  prisoners  were 
wituont  meat,  but  a  larger  quantity  of  bread  and  vege¬ 
table  food  was  in  consequence  supplied  to  them.  How 


|  often  the  gallant  men  composing  the  Confederate  army 
have  been  without  meat,  for  even  longer  intervals, 
your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  say.  Not 
less  than  six  ounces  of  bread  and  four  ounces  of  bacon, 
or  six  ounces  of  beef,  together  with  beans  and  soup, 
have  been  furnished  per  day  to  the  prisoners.  During 
most  of  the  time  the  quantity  of  meat  furnished  to  them, 
has  been  greater  than  these  amounts;  and  even  in  times 
of  the  greatest  scarcity,  they  have  received  as  inueli 
as  the  Southern  soldiers  who  guarded  them.  The  soar- 
!  city  of  meat  and  of  breadstuff's  in  the  South,  in  certain 
places,  has  been  the  result  of  the  savage  policy  of  our 
enemies  in  burning  barns  filled  with  wheat  or  corn, 
destroying  agricultural  implements,  and  driving  off  or 
wantonly  butchering  hogs  and  cattle.  Yet  amid  all 
these  pi  ivations,  we  have  gi\  en  to  their  prisoners  the 
raf  ions  above  mentioned.  It  is  well  k«own  that  this 
quantity  of  food  is  sufficient  to  keep  in  health  a  man 
who  docs  not  labor  hard.  Ail  the  learned  disquisitions 
of  Dr.  Eilet  slie  Wallace  on  the  subject  of  starva¬ 
tion,  might  have  been  spared,  ior  they  are  all  founded 
on  a  false  basis.  It  will  be  observed  that  few,  (if  any) 
of  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  “  bamtary  Commis¬ 
sion”  speak  with  any  accuracy  of  the  quantity  (in 
weight)  of  the  food  actually  furnished  to  tnem.  Their 
statements  are  merely  conjectural  and  comparative  and 
cannot  weigh  against  the  positive  testimony  of  those 
who  superintended  the  delivery  of  large  qnantittes  of 
food,  cooited  and  distributed  according  to  u  fixed  ratio, 
for  the  number  of  men  to  be  fed. 

FALSEHOODS  PUBLISHED  AS  TO  PRISONERS  FREEZING 
ON  BELLE  ISLE. 

The  statements  of  the  banit  ry  Commission”  as  to 
prisoners  freezing  to  death  on  Belie  Die,  are  absurdly 
false.  According  to  that  statement,  it  was  common, 
during  a  cold  spell  in  Winter,  to  see  several  prisoners 
frozen  to  death  every  morning  in  the  places  in  which 
they  had  slept.  This  picture,  if  correct,  might  well  ex¬ 
cite  our  honor;  but  unhappily  for  its  sensational  power, 
it  is  but  a  cUimsy  daub,  fouuued  on  the  fancy  of  tha 
painter.  The  facts  are.  that  tents  were  furnished 
sufficient  to  shelter  all  the  piihoners;  that  tha 
Confederate  Commandant  and  soldiers  on  the  Island 
were  lodged  in  similar  tents;  that  a  hie  was  furnished 
in  each  of  them;  that  the  prisoners  fared  as  well  as  the 
guards;  and  that  only  one  of  i hem  was  ever  frozen  to 
death,  and  he  was  frozen *by  the  c.ueliy  of  his  own  fel¬ 
low  prisoners,  w  ho  thrust  him  out  of  the  tentin  a  freez¬ 
ing  night,  because  he  was  infested  wiiu  vermin.  The 
pi  oof  as  to  the  healthiness  of  the  prisoners  oa 
Belle  Isle,  and  the  soiail  amount  of  mortality,  ia 
remarkable,  and  presents  a  fit  comment  on  then 
lugubrious  pictures  drawn  by  the  “  Sanitary 
Commission, ”  cither  from  their  oWn  fancies,  or  from 
the  fictions  put  forth  by  their  false  witnesses.  Lieut. 
Bossieux  proves  that  from  the  establishment  of  the 
prison  camp  on  Belle  Isle  in  Juue,  1862,  to  the  iOth 
of  Feb  'uary,  1865,  more  than  20,u00  prisoners  had  been 
at  various  times  there  received,  and  yet  that  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  during  this  time  was  only  164.  And 
this  is  confirmed  by  the  Federal-  Col.  Sanderson,  who 
states  that  the  average  number  of  deati  s  per  month  on 
Belle  Isle  was  from  “two  to  five ; ^tnore  frequently  the 
lesser  number.”  The  sick  were  promptly  removed 
from  the  Island  to  the  hospitals  in  the  city. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  NORTHERN  WITNESSES. 

Doubi  less  the  “Sanitary  Commission”  have  been  to 
some  extent  led  astray  by  their  own  witnesses,  whose 
character  has  been  portrayed  by  Cen.  Neal  Dow,  and 
also  by  the  editor  of  Thu  Nao-Yurk  Times,  who,  in  his 
issue  of  January  6,  1865,  describes  the  materi  il  for  re¬ 
cruiting  the  Federal  armies  as  wretched  vagabonds,  ol 
depraved  morals,  decrepid  in  body,  without  courage, 
self-respect,  or  conscience.  They  are  dirty,  disorderly, 
thievish  and  incapable.” 


PklSONLBS  AT  TH1 


CRUELTY  TO 

north. 

la  reviewing  the  charges  of  craelty,  harshness  and 
starvation  to  prisoners  mane  by  the  isorsh.  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  taken  testimony  as  to  the  treatment  of  oar 
own  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  It 
i  gives  us  no  pleasure  to  be  competed,  speak  or  the  suf¬ 
fering  inflicted  upon  our  galiant  men;  bat  ihe  seif-laud¬ 
atory  style  in  which  the  “Salutary  Commission  '  have 
spoken  of  their  prisons,  makes  it  proper  that  tha 
truth  should  be  presented.  Your  commutes 
gladly  acknowledge  that  in  many  cases  our  pri¬ 
soners  experienced  kind  and  considerate  treatment;  tmj, 
we  are  equally  assured  that  in  nearh  all  the  prison  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  North —  at  Point  Lookout,  Fori  McHenry, 
Fort  Delaware,  Johnson’s  Island.  Eituiia,  Camp  Chase, 
Camp  Dougias.  Alton,  Camp  Mo  ton,  tue  Ouo  Pen¬ 
itentiary,  and  the  prisons  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  our 
men  have  suffered  from  insulheie.it  food,  anu  have 
been  subjected  *to  ignominious,  cruel  and  barbar¬ 
ous  practices,  of  which  there  is  no  paraLel  in 
anything  that  has  occurred  in  the  South.  The  wit¬ 
nesses  who  were  at  Point  Lookout.  Fort  Delaware, 
Camp  Morton  and  Camp  Dougias.  testify  that  they  have 
often  seen  our  men  picking  up  the  scraps  and  refuse 
thrown  out  from  the  kitchens,  with  which  to  appease 
their  hunger.  Dr.  Herrington  proves  that  at  Fort  Del¬ 
aware  unwholesome  oread  and  water  produced  diarrhea 
in  numberless  eases  among  our  prisoners,  and  that 
“  their  sufferings  were  greatly  aggravated  by  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  camp,  which  forbade  more  than  20  men 
at  a  time  at  night  to  go  to  the  sinks.  I  have  seen  as 
many  as  500  men  in  a  row,  waiting  their  time.  The 
consequence  was  that  they  were  compelled  to  use  the 
places  where  they  were,  this  produced  great  want 
of  cleanliness,  and  aggravated  the  disease.’^  Our  men 
were  compelled  to  labor  in  unloading  Federal  vessels 
and  in  put  ting  ud  buildings  for  Fedial  ofliceis,  and  if 
they  refused  were  diiven  to  the  work  with  embs. 

The  treatment  of  Brig. -Gen.  J.  H.  Morgan  and  hia 
offie-  rs  was  brutd  and  ignominious  in  the  extreme.  It 
will  be  found  stated  in  the  depositions  of  Cupt.  M.  D, 
Logan,  Lieut.  W.  P.  Crow,  Lieut. -Col.  James  B.  Mc¬ 
Creary,  and  Capr.  B.  A.  Tracy,  that  they  were  putin 
the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
treatment  of  felons/  Their  beards  were  shaved,  and 
tbeir  hair  was  cut  c:oso  to  their  head.  They 
were  confined  in  convicts’  cells,  and  forbidden  to 
speak  to  each  other.  For  attempts  to  escape  and 
for  other  offenses  of  a  very  light  character,  they 
were  sabjected  to  the  horrible  punishment  of  the  dun¬ 
geon,  In  midwinter,  with  the  atmosphere  many  degrees 
below  zero,  without  blanket  or  overcoat,  they  were  con¬ 
fined  in  a  cell,  without  fire  or  light,  with  a  fetid  and 
poisonous  air  to  breathe — and  here  they  were  kept 
until  life  was  nearly  extinct.  Their  condition  on 
coming  ont  was  so  deplorable  as  to  draw  tears  from 
their  comrades.  The  blood  was  oozing  from  their 
hands  and  faces.  The  treatment  in  the  St.  Louis 
prison  was  equally  barbarous.  Captain  William 
H.  Sebring  testifies;  “Two  of  us,  A.  C.  Grimes  and 
myself,  were  carried  out  into  the  open  air  in  the  prison 
yard,  on  the  25fh  of  December.  1863,  and  handcuffed  to 
a  post.  Here  we  were  kejit  all  night  in  sleet,  snow  and 
cold  We  were  relieved  in  the  day  time,  but  again 
brought  to  the  post  and  handcuffed  to  it  in  the  evening 
— and  thus  we  were  kept  all  night  until  the  2d  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1864.  I  was  badly  frost-bitten  and  my  health  was 
much  impaired.  This  cruel  infliction  was  done  by 
order  of  Capt.  Byrnes.  Commandant  of  Prisons  %  St. 
Louis.  He  was  barbarous  and  insulting  to  the  last 
degree.” 


OUK  PBISONEES  PUT  INTO  CAMPS  INFECTED  WITH 

SMALL-POX. 

Bat  even  a  greater  iriiumauny  than  any  we  have 
mentioned  was  perpetrated  upon  oar  prisoners  at  Camp 
Douglas  and  Camp  Chase.  It  is  proved  by  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Thomas  P.  Hallo  way,  Joint  P.  Fennell,  H.  If. 
Barlow,  H  C.  Barton,  C.  D.  Bracken,  and  J  S-  Barlow, 
that  our  prisoners  in  large  numbers  weie  pat  into  *•  con¬ 
demned  camps,”  where  small  pox  was  prevailing,  and 
speedily  contracted  this  loathsome  disease,  and  that  as 
many  as  40  new  cases  often  appeared  daily  among  them. 
Even  the  Union  officers  who  guarded  them  to  the  camp 
protested  against  this  unnatural  atrocity:  yet  it  was 
done.  The  men  who  contracted  the  disease  were  re¬ 
moved  to  a  hospital  about  a  mile  off,  but  the  pluguo 
!  was  already  introduced,  and  continued  to  pre¬ 
vail.  For  a  period  of  more  than  12  mouth* 
the  disease  was  constantly  in  the  camp;  yet  our 
prisoners  during-  ali  this  time  were  continually  brought 
to  it,  and  subjected  to  certain  infection.  Neither  do  we 
rind  evidences  of  amendment  on  the  part  of  our  ene¬ 
mies.  notwithstanding  the  boasts  oi  the  **  Sanitary 
Commission.”  At  Nashville,  prisoners  recently  cap¬ 
tured  irom  Gen.  Hood’s  army,  even  when  sick  and 
wounded,  have  been  cruelly  deprived  of  all  nourish- 
Ss ent  suited  to  their  condition;  and  other  prisoners 
from  the  same  army  have  been  earned  into  the  infected 
CampsDongla8atidCh.se. 

Many  of  the  soldiers  of  Gen.  Hood’s  army  were  frost¬ 
bitten  by  being  kept  day  and  night  in  an  exposed  eon 
dition  before  they  were  put  into  Camp  Douglas.  Their 
Bufferings  are  truthfully  depleted  in  the  evidence.  At 
Alton  and  Camp  Morton  the  same  inhuman  practice  of  i 
putting  our  prisoners  into  camps  infected  by  small-pox, 
prevailed.  It  was  equivalent  to  murdering  many  of 
ahem  by  the  torture  of  a  contagious  disease.  The  in- ] 
Sufficient  rations  at  Camp  Morton  forced  oar  meD  to  | 
appease  their  hunger  by  pounding  up  and  boiling  bones, 
picking  up  scraps  of  meat  and  cabbaec  from  the  hos¬ 
pital  slop  tubs,  and  even  eating  rats  and  dogs.  The 
depositions  of  Wj  liam  Ayres  and  J.  Chambers  Brent 
prove  these  privations. 

BA  KB  A  NOUS  PUNISHMENTS. 

The  punishments  orten  inflicted  on  our  men  for  slight, 
offenses  have  been  shameful  and  barbarous.  They 
have  been  compelled  to  ride  plank  only  fuur  inches 
wide,  called  *'  Morgan’s  horse*”  to  sit  down  with  their  ’ 
naked  bodies  in  the  snow  for  10  or  15  minntes,  and  have 
been  subjected  to  the  ignominy  of  stripes  from  the  bolts 
of  their  guards.  The  pretext  has  been  used  that  mauy 
of  their  acts  of  cruelty  have  beeu  by  way  of  retalia¬ 
tion.  But  no  evidence  has  been  found  to  prove 
such  acts  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  au¬ 
thorities.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  case  of  Col. 
Streight  and  his  officers,  they  were  subjected  only  to 
the  ordinary  confinement  of  prisoners  of  war.  No 
special  punishment  was  used  except  for  specific  of¬ 
fenses;  and  then  the  greatest  infliction  was  to  confine 
Col.  Streight  for  a  few  weeks  iu  a  basement  room  ox  the 
Libby  prison,  with  a  window,  a  plank  floor,  a  stove,  a 
fire  and  plenty  of  fuel. 

¥e  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  further  on  these 
subjects.  Enough  hus  been  proved  to  show  that  great 
privations  and  sufferings  have  been  borne  by  the  pris¬ 
oners  on  both  sides. 

WHY  HAVE  NOT  PKISONEES  OF  WAS  BEEN  EX¬ 
CHANGED? 

But  the  question  forces  itself  upon  ns  why  have  these 
sufferings  been  so  long  continued?  "Why  have  not  the 
prisoners  or  war  been  exchanged,  and  thus  some  of  the 
darkest  pages  of  history  spareu  to  tho  world?  In  the 
answer  to  this  question  mast  bo  found  the  tost  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  lor  all  the  sufferings,  sickness  and  heart¬ 
broken  sorrow  that  have  visited  more  thaneiglifcy 
thousand  prisoners  within  the  past  two  years.  On  this 


question,  your  comm  it  toe  cm  only  say  that  the  Con¬ 
federate  authorities  have  always  desired  a  prompt  and 
fair  exchange  of  prisoners.  Even  before  the  esta’ohsn- 
meDt  of  a  oartel  they  urged  such  exchange,  but  could 
never  effect  it  by  agreement  until  tho  large  preponder¬ 
ance  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  made  it  the  interest  of 
the  Federal  authorities  to  consent  to  the  oartel  of  July 
£2,  1863.  The  9th  article  of  that  agreement  expressly 
providedj  that  in  case  any  misunderstanding  should 
arise,  it  should  not  interrupt  the  release  of  prisoners  onpa~ 
Ur,  but  should  be  made  the  subject  of  fiiendly  explana¬ 
tion.  Soon  after  this  cartel  w.;s  established,  the  policy  i 
of  the  enemy  in  seducing  negro  slaves  from  their  mas-  1 
ters,  arming  them  and  putting  white  officers  over  them 
to  lead  them  against  us,  gave  rise  to  a  few  eases  in 
which  questions  of  crime  under  the  internal  laws  of  tho 
Southern  States  appeared.  Whether  nu  n  who  encour¬ 
aged  insurrection  and  murder  could  be  held  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  prisoners  of  war  nuder  the 
cartel,  was  a  grave  question.  But  these  casts  were 
few  in  number,  and  ought  never  to  have  interrupted 
the  general  exchange.  We  were  always  ready  and 
anxious  to  carry  out  the  cartel  in  its  true  meaning,  ana 
it  is  certaiu  that  the  9th  article  required  that  the  pris¬ 
oners  on  both  sides  should  be  released,  and  that  the 
few  cases  as  to  which  misunderstanding  occurred 
should  be  left  for  final  decision.  Doubtless  if  the 
preponderance  of  prisoners  had  continued  with  us,  ex¬ 
changes  would  have  continued.  But  the  fortunes  of 
war  threw  the  larger  number  into  the  hands  of  our  en¬ 
emies.  Then  they  refused  farther  exchanges,  and  for 
twenty-two  Jmontiis  this  policy  has  conti  ued.  Our 
Commissioner  of  Exchange  nas  made  constant  efforts 
to  renew  them.  In  August,  1865,  he  consented  to  a 
proposition  which  had  been  repeatedly  made,  to  ex¬ 
change  officer  for  officer  and  man  for  man,  leaving  the 
surplus  in  activity.  Though  this  was  a  departure  from 
the  cartel,  cur  anxiety  for  the  exchange  induced  us  to 
consent.  Yet,  the  Eederai  authorities  repudiared  their 
previous  offer,  and  refused  even  this  partial  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  cartel.  Secretary  Stanton,  who  has 
unjustly  charged  the  Confederate  authorities  with  in¬ 
humanity,  is  open  to  the  charge  of  having  done  all  in 
his  power  to  pi  event  a  fair  exchange,  and  thus  to  pro¬ 
long  the  sufferings  of  which  he  speaks;  and  very  re¬ 
cently,  in  a  letter  over  his  signature,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  has  declared  that  in  April,  1864,  the  Federal 
Biect.-Gen.  Grant  foi  bade  him  to  “  deliver  to  the  lieb- 
®ls  a  single  able-bodied  man:  and  moreover,  Gen.  But¬ 
ler  acknowledges  that  in  answer  to  Col.  Ould’s  letter 
consenting  to  the  exchange,  officer  for  officer  and  man 
for  man,  he  wrote  a  reply,  "not  diplomatically  but  ob-  ! 
trustively  ami  demonstratively,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  exchange  of  prisoners,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  and  stopping  the  exenange,  and  furnishing 
a  ground  on  which  we  could  fairly  stand." 

These  facts  abundantly  show  that  the  responsibility 
©f  refusing  to  exchange  prisoners  of  war  rests  with  the 
Government  of  the  Cnitid  States  and  tue  peoplo  who 
have  attained  that  Government;  and  every  sigh  of 
captivity,  every  groan  of  suffering,  every  heart  broken 
hy  hope  deferred  among  these  eigntv  thousand  prison¬ 
ers  will  accuse  them  in  the  judment  of  the  just. 

With  regard  to  the  prison  stations  at  Andersonville, 
Salisbury,  and  other  places  south  of  Itichmond,  youi 
committee  have  not  made  extended  examination,  for 
reasons  which  have  already  been  stated.  We  are  sat¬ 
isfied  that  privation,  suffering  and  mortality,  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  much  to  be  regretted,  did  prevail  among  the  pris¬ 
oners  there,  but  they  were  not  the  result  of  neglect, 
still  less  of  design  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Haste  in  preparation;  crowded  quarters, 
prepared  only  for  a  smaller  number;  frequent  re¬ 
movals  to  prevent  recapture;  want  cf  transportation  and 
scarcity  of  food,  have  all  resulted  from  the  pressure  of  j 
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the  "war,  and  the  barbarous  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  conducted  by  our  enemies.  Upon  these  subjects 
your  committee  propose  to  take  further  evidence,  and 
to  roport  more  fully  hereafter. 

But  even  now  enough  is  known  to  vindicate  the 
South,  and  to  furnish  an  overwhelming  answer  to  all 
complaints  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Government 
or  people,  that  their  prisoners  were  stinted  in  food  or 
supplies.  Their  own  savage  warfare  has  wrought  the 
evil.  They  have  blockaded  our  ports;  have  excluded 
from  us  food,  clothing  and  medicines;  have  even  de¬ 
clared  medicines  contraband  of  war,  and  have  repeat¬ 
edly  destroyed  the  contents  of  drug  stores  and  the  sup¬ 
plies  of  private  physicians  in  the  country;  have  rav¬ 
aged  our  country,  burned  our  houses,  and  destroyed 
growing  crops  and  forming  imnlemeuts.  One  of  their 
officers  (Gen.  Sheridan)  has  boasted  in  Ms  official  re¬ 
port  that  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  alone  he  burned 
two  thousand  barns  filled  with  wheat  and  corn;  that  he 
burned  all  tue  mills  in  the  whole  tract  of  country,  de¬ 
stroyed  all  the  factories  of  cloth,  and  killed  or  drove 
off  every  animal,  even  to  the  poultry,  that  could  con¬ 
tribute-  to  human  sustenance.  These  desolations  have 
been  repeated  again  and  again  in  different  parts  of  the 
South.  Thousands  of  our  families  have  been  driven 
from  their  homes,  as  helpless  and  destitute  refugees. 
Our  enemies  have  destroyed  the  railroads  and  other 
means  of  transportation,  by  which  food  could  be  sup¬ 
plied  from  abundant  districts  to  those  without  it. 
While  thus  desolating  our  country,  in  violation  of  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare,  they  have  refused  to  ex¬ 
change  prisoners;  have  forced  ns  to  keep  50,000  of  their 
men  in  captivity — and  yet  have  attempted  to  attribute 
to  us  the  sufferings  ami  privations  caused  by  their  own 
acts.  We  cannot  doubt  that  in  the  view  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  we  shall  stand  acquitted,  while  they  must  be  con¬ 
demned. 

In  concluding;  this  ureliminary  report,  we  will  notice 
the  strange  perversity  of  interpretation  which  has  in- 
induced  the  “-Sanitary  Commission”  to  affix  as  h motto 
to  their  pamphlet,  the  words  of  tpe  compassionate  Re¬ 
deemer  of  mankind; 

For  I  was  an  hungered  end  ye  gave  me  no  meat:  I  was  j 
thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink:  1  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  i 
me  not  in:  naked  end  ye.  clothed  me  not:  sick  and  in  prison  f 
and  ye  visited  rue  not.” 

We  have  yet  to  learn  on  what  principle  the  Federal 
•oldie-rs,  sent  with  aims  in  their  hands  to  destroy 
the  lives  of  our  people,  to  wasle  our  land;  burn  our 
bouses  aud  barns,  and  drive  us  from  our  homes,  can 
be  regarded  by  us  as  the  followers  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  Redeemer,  so  as  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his  words. 
Yet  oven  those  soldiers,  when  taken  captive  by  us, 
have  been  treated  with  proper  humanity.  The  cruelties 
inflicted  on  our  prisoners  at  the  North  may  well  justify 
ps  in  applying  to  the  “Sanitary  Commission”  the  stern  ; 
Words  of  the  Divine  Teacher:  “Thou  hypocrite,  first 
cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye,  and  then  shalt 
thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote  o*ut  of  thy  brother’s 
eye.” 

We  believe  that  there  are  many  thousands  of  just, 
honorable,  and  humane  people  in  the  United  States 
ppon  whom  this  subject,  thus  presented,  will  not  be 
lost;  that  they  wiil  do  all  they  can  to  mitigate  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  war,  to  complete  the  exchange  of  prisoners  now 
happily  in  progress,  and  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
Buck  sufferings  as  have  been  narrated.  And  we  repeat 
the  words  of  "the  Confederate  Congress,  in  their  Mani¬ 
festo  of  the  14th  of  June,  1864: 

“  We  commit  our  cause  to  the  enlightened  judgment  of  the 
world;  to  fl.e  sober  reflections  of  our  adversaries  themselves, 
and  to  the  solemn  and  righteous  arbitrament  of  Heaven.” 


KEBEL  EVIDENCE  05?  BE3EL  CKU-  j 

ELTIES  TO  ENION  PBi$ON»BS. 

Wo  print  this  morning  a  piece  of  evidence 
which  more  than  confirms  the  dreadful  tale  we 
have  long  been  familiar  with,  of  the  systematic 
cruelties  practiced  upon  their  prisoners  by  the 
Rebel  authorities.  It  is  the  report  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  by  the  Rebel  Congress,  nominally 
to  investigate  those  cruelties,  really  to  excuse 
and  deny  them.  The  report  is  avowedly  a 
reply  to  the  exposition  of  the  Sanitary  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  of  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  War.  It  undertakes  to  meet  the  case  pre-. 
sented  by  those  documents.  It  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  reply  which  the  Rebel  Governmen 
was  able  to  make.  The  committee  took 
time,  and  prepared  its  statement  with  care. 
It  took  evidence  where  it  was  safe  to  do  so, 
hut  carefully  refrained  from  publishing  any  of 
the  evidence.  It  chose  to  go  to  the  world  with 
a  report  simply  embodying  extracts,  or  pre¬ 
tended  extracts,  from  the  evidence.  Where  wit¬ 
nesses  are  referred  to,  their  identification  is  care¬ 
fully  avoided — not  even  the  regiment  being 
named.  And  as  this  report  has  recently  come 
to  light,  we  print  the  whole  of  it,  that  the  world 
may  see  what  defense  the  Rebellion  has  to  offer 
in  this  matter.  When  it  has  been  read,  it  will 
excite  no  wonder  that  the  Rebel  authorities  in 
their  time  thought  best  to  suppress  it. 

For  this  report,  with  few  exceptions,  consists 
of  assertions.  We  judge,  indeed,  that  its  au¬ 
thors',  finding  themselves  unable  to  break  the 
force  of  the  evidence  against  them,  finally  aban¬ 
doned  all  purpose  of  going  to  the  world  on  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  contented  themselves 
with  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  South,  who, 
with  minds  inflamed  by  passion  and  unaceus- ; 
tomed  to  scrutinize  evidence,  would  readily  take  ! 
assertions  for  facts.  However  that  may  be,  the 
worst  enemy  of  the  South  could  wish  for  no 
better  proof  of  the  enormity  of  their  crimes  than  ! 
is  supplied  by  their  defense.  The  French  maxim  ■ 
qui  s*  excuse ,  s' accuse  was  never  so  illustrated 
and  extended. 

To  those  who  recall  the  impregnable  state¬ 
ments  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  and  who 
read  this  report  in  the  light  of  their  memory  of 
the  other  reports,  nothing  need  be  said.  The 
.  Sanitary  report  was  printed — a  large  portion  of  it 
|  — in  these  columns,  and  to  that  we  refer  our 
|  readers.  Farther  than  that,  we  can  notice 
briefly  but  a  few  of  the^points  which  the  Rebel 
Committee  make. 

The  ignorance  of  the  Committee  is  amusing. 
Of  Valentine  Mott,  the  first  surgeon  of  America, 
of  Dr.  Delafield,  President  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New-York,  of  Dr. 
Ellerslie  Wallace,  Professor  in  the  Jefferson 
!  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  of  Judge  Hare 
j  of  the  District  Court  of  Philadelphia,  the  Rebel 
|  Committee  seems  never  to  have  heard,  and, 

!  speaks  of  them  as  persons  too  obscure  to  merit 
attention.  But  the  affectation  of  ignorance  is 
greater,  we  presume,  than  the  ignorance,  and 
serves  at  the  outset  as  an  illustration  of  the 
fairness  with  which  the  Committee  meant  to 
handle  the  whole  subject. 

Of  the  Annapolis  cases — familiar  by  descrip¬ 
tion  and  photograph  to  the  North — the  Rebel 
Committee  has  nothing  better  to  say  than  that 
they  were  not  fair  specimens.  The  photo¬ 
graphed  skeletons  were  sick  men,  is  the  defense. 
Undoubtedly  they  were,  but  that  does  not  meet 
the  point.  They  were  made  sick  by  starvation , 
and  by  that  only — is  the  charge.  They  had  no  dis¬ 
ease.  They  would  have  been  well  men  if  they  had 
been  fed.  So  testify  our  surgeons,  and  the 
Rebel  Committee  does  not  even  attempt  to  con- 
i  test  that  evidence.  And  when  the  Rebels  talk 
of  sick  men  sent  from  our  prisons  and 
hospitals  to  Savannah  to  be  Qxchanged, 
we  can  afford  to  admit  all  •  they 
claim,  for  they  nowhere  claim  thaf  any  single 
instance  of  sickness  was  due  to  starvation. 
The  exchange  under  which  deliveries  were 
made  by  the  Rebels  at  Annapolis  anfl  by  us  at 
i  Savannah  and  Charleston,  ]  was  by  the  terms  of 
j  the  agreement,  of  sick  men  only.  The 
I  difference  was  that  we  sent  Rebels 
who  were  ill  of  ordinary  diseases; 
they  sent  Union  prisoners  dying  wholly  from 


starvation.  The  specific  statements  alleged  to 
have  been  made  by  sundry  Rebel  surgeons  in 
regard  to  the  Rebels  whom  they  received  at 
Savannah,  may  or  may  not  have  been  true, 
but  if  true,  they  do  not  affect  the  question  at 
issue.  We  may  add  that  these  surgeons  are 
invited  to  testify  as  to  their  patients  by  com¬ 
parison  with  the  photographs,  and  the  testimony 
resulting  from  such  a  method  of  examination 
would  not  be  held  credible  by  a  jury  in  any 
j  court  of  justice. 

The  proved  charge  that  our  prisoners  were 
habitually  robbed  on  entering  the  Rebel  prisons 
is  met  by  a  simple  denial.  No  testimony  is 
offered  to  rebut  the  evidence  under  oath  of  our 
returned  soldiers  which  has  been  published  by 
the  Sanitarv  Commission.  The  same  is  true  as 
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to  the  charge  that  the  Rebel  gourds  wantonly, 
and  bv  encouragement  of  their  officers,  shojt  the 
j  prisoners  in  their  custody.  Sworn  testimony 
!  proves  the  fact — the  contradiction  of  a  partisan 
j  committee  does  not  even  tend  to  disprove  it. 

As  to  the  cleanliness  of  Libby  Prison,  whom 
do  our  readers  suppose  the  Rebel  Committee 
call  as  a  witness?  The  keeper  of  Libby  Prison, 
Major  Turner ! 

The  mining  of  Libbv  Prison  is  admitted  and 
justified !  How  justified  ?  On  the  ground, 
among  others,  that  “the  real  object  was  to 
save  their  (the  prisoners’)  lives!”  A  curious 
way  to  save  a  man’s  life,  to  blow,  him  heaven¬ 
ward  with  a  barrel  of  gunpowder.  We  do  not 
ask  anybody  to  take  this  on  our  assertion,  but 
refer  him  to  the  report. 

We  have  space  to  comment  on  but  one  more 
point.  Th®  Rebel  Committee  declares  the 
prisoners  on  Belle  Isle  were  protected  from 
the  weather,  and  that  there  was  but  one 
instance  of  freezing.  They  allege  in  proof  of 
this  that  the  whole  number  of  deaths  was 
very  small.  And  they  kave  the  inconceiv¬ 
able  effrontery  to  declare  specifically  that 
from  June,  186*2,  to  February,  1865,  the 
whole  number  of  prisoners  received  on  Belle 
Isle  was  ovey  20,000,  and  that  out  of  that 
whole  number  there  were  but  164  deaths ! 


The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  to 
which  the  Rebel  Committee  were  replying,  con¬ 
tains  this  statement:  “A  hospital  steward, 
while  a  prisoner,  attending  to  some  duty  in  the 
hospital,  found,  by  accident,  the  Confederate 
Surgeon-General’s  quarterly  report,  which  he 
brought  away  with  him  when  he  was  paroled. 
By  this,  it  appears  that  in  the  months  of 
January,  February  and  March  last,  out  of 
nearly  twenty  -eight  hundred  patients,  about 
| fourteen  hundred — or  half  the  number — died! 
This  document  will  he  found  in  the  appendix.” 

The  document  is  given  in  the  appendix, 
where  of  course  the  Rebel  Committee  saw  it, 
but  they  refer  to  it  in  no  way,  and  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  deny  its  genuineness.  Yet  while  from 
i  an  official  Confederate  report  of  the  Richmond 
hospitals  for  one  quarter  alone  it  appears  that 
the  deaths  of  prisoners  were  1,396,  this  Com¬ 
mittee  avers  that  on  Belle  Isle,  which  held  the 
greater  number  of  prisoners,  the  whole  number 
i  of  deaths  in  three  years  was  only  164! ! 

With  that  exposition  we  commit  the  report 
to  the  judgment  of  its  readers.  False  in  one, 
false  in  all — is  a  good  maxim  by  which  to  try  a 
witness,  but  what  shall  be  said  of  a  witness  not 
one  of  whose  allegations  is  supported  by  the 
fact,  while  most  of  them  are  positively  proved 
to  be  false  ?  Let  the  country  decide  whether  it 
will  believe  the  unsustained  assertions  of  a 
committee  of  the  Rebel  Congress,  or  the  re¬ 
iterated  and  corroborated  testimony  under  oath 
of  thousands  ot  Union  prisoners,  who  speak 
that  they  do  know,  and  testify  that  they  have 
seen. 

— wbbb—— « «w»j smmmtm  m 

jBAFBABODS  TREATMENT  OF  UNION  PRISONERS. 

Important  Better  from  Henry  S.  Foote— 
Tlis;  Hebei  Commissary  STortliup  Pro¬ 
pound  to  Withhold  Meat  from  tbe  Fed¬ 
eral  Prisoners— -Hebei  Secretary  of  War 
Seildon  Endorsed  tbe  Proposition— Mass 
of  Testimony  Still  Bade— Mr.  Foote  Dis¬ 
gusted,  &c. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD. 

Montreal,  June  31,  1865. 

In  yo'.r  paper  of  yesterday  I  have  read  an  editorial,  in 
fwhich,  after  remarking  upon  a  legislative  report  which 
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seems  recently  to  have  gained  publication,  emanating 
from  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Confederate  Congress,  relative  to  the  treatment  of  Union 
•prison*  rs  of  war,  you  say : — “We  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  report  now  published  is  that  which  was  made  by  the 
committee  of  the  rebel  Senate,  of  which  Henry  S.  Foote, 
pnee  of  Mississippi,  but  now  of  parts  unknown,  was  a 
member.  That  gentleman,  after  coming  through  into 
the  Union  lines,  stated  to  his  own  son-in-law 
that,  during  the  investigations  of  the  subject, 
they  obtained  positive  facts  and  data,  proving  beyond  a 
ehadow  of  doubt  that  the  system  of  inhuman  treatment 
Bad  starvation  of  our  prisoners  was  decided  upon  in  a 
Cabinet  meeting  at  Richmond,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
breaking  down  the  constitutions  of  the  men,  and  making 
them  useless  as  soldiers  when  exchanged.”  I  regret  to 
ew,y  that  there  are  several  errors  in  regard  to  matters  of 
JSact  in  i  he  sentences  quoted,  which  I  feel  bound  at  once 
ib>  correct. 

I  My  son-in-law,  who  is  referred  to,  is  the  Hon.  William 
Sf.  Stewart,  one  of  the  United  States  Senators  from 
jthe  new  State  of  Nevada.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
|Consci  ntious  and  correct  men  in  the  world,  and 
|has  evidently  been  misunderstood  by  your  in¬ 
formant,  whoever  he  may  be.  The  alleged  ill  treat¬ 
ment  of  prisoners  of  war  by  the  Confederate  author¬ 
ities  has  been  with  roe  for  some  time  past  a  most  painful 
fmd  di  gueting  subject,  and  I  have  endeavored,  as  far  as 

could  do  so,  to  steer  clear  of  it  in  conversation  altogether, 
llhavc  been  especially  desirous  of  being  silent  in  regard  to 
jihis  distressing  affair  since  the  arrest  of  several  of  those 
[persons  who  have  been  charged  with  being  officially  re- 

Spons  b'o  for  such  maltreatment  of  military  prisoners  as 
nay  havo  occurred.  I  have,  though,  on  various  occa¬ 
sions,  some  time  ago — and  doubtless  did  to  my  son-in-law, 
penator  Stewart — stated  that  among  the  numerous  causes 
xvhich  nduced  me  openly  and  formally  to  give  up 
pay  offic  al  connection  with  the  Confederate  government 
JJsuch  as  the  measure  of  conscription,  confiscation,  the 
Suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  tyrannical 
arrest  and  confinement  of  citizens  entertaining  and  ex¬ 
pressing  Union  sentiments,  in  prison;  the  displacement 
jf  meritorious  military  commanders,  and  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  incompetent  ones  in  their  place;  the  obstinate 
apposition  to  all  measures  looking  to  the  restoration  of 
peace;  the  obvious  tendency  of  every  branch 
•jof  the  government  towards  the  organization 
tjof  an  irresponsible  despot:sm),  I  had  been  powerfully 
unQucnc  d  by  what  I  had  been  compelled  to  learn  of 
jfthe  cruel  ana  barbarous  treatment  of  unfortunate  and 
•jdefenc  loss  prisoners  of  war.  My  exposition  of  facts  re¬ 
lating  to  this  subject  was  principally  connested  with  the 
klreadful  sufferings  reported  to  have  been  inflicted  upon 
(prisoners  confined  at  Andersonville,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  authentic  information  in  regard  to  which 
Reached  me  just  before  I  left  Richmond  last  winter. 

Tou  liing  the  Congressional  report  referred  to  I  have 
jihis  to  say: — A  month  or  two  anterior  to  the  date 
tof  said  report  I  learned,  from  a  government 
officer  of  respectability,  that  the  prisoners  of  war 
then  confined  in  and  about  Richmond  were 
Buffering  severely  for  want  of  provisions.  He 
iold  mo  further  that  it  was  manifest  to  him  that  a  syste¬ 
matic  scheme  was  on  f  cot  for  subjecting  the  e  umfrrtunate 
men  t  >  starvation;  that  the  Commis  ary  General,  Mr , 
JS'orlhup  (a  most  wicked  and  heartless  wretch),  had  ad¬ 
dressed  a  communication  Jo  Mr.  Seddon,  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  p  opo  in g  to  withheld  meal  altogether  frem  military 
^prisoner;  ihen  in  custody,  and  to  give  them  nothing  but 
©read  and  vegetables,  and  that  Mr.  Seddon  had 
vendors  d  the  document  containing  this  re  :<  mmertdaticn 
Affirmatively.  I  learned  further  that  by  calling  upon  Major 
Ould,  t  he  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  would 
be  able  to  obtain  further  information  on  this  subject.  I 
*went  to  Major  Ould  immediately,  and  obtained  the  desired 
information.  Being  utterly  unwilling  to  countenance 
■Such  barbarity  for  a  moment,  regarding  indeed  the  horur 
of  the  whole  South  as  concerned  in  the  affair,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  delay  to  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  called  the  attention  of  that  strangely  consti¬ 
tuted  body  to  the  subject,  and  insisted  upon  an 
Immed  ate  committee  of  investigation.  I  grieve 
to  say  that  this  was  at  first  refused,  and  I  was  most 
acrimoniously  censured  by  several  members  for  intro¬ 
ducing  the  subject  in  the  House  at  all.  But  I  resolved 
to  have  an  investigation,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  such  Van- 
dalic  atrocities  if  I  could,  or  at  least  to  rescue  my  own 
character  from  menaced  infamy  by  withdrawing  from 
all  further  connection  with  the  Confederate 
cause  at  once.  I  introduced  a  second  resolution 
©ext  morning,  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting  the  com- 
.anittee  raised.  You  will  find,  in  addition  to  the  report 
(made  by  theScommittee,  a  considerable  mass  of  testi¬ 
mony  of  various  kinds  reported  with  it,  and  amoug  other 
documentary  proofs,  the  official  communication  of  the  Com- 
■missaiy  General,  above  referred  to,  and  the  endorsement 
of  Mi'.  Sodden  thereon,  in  which  he  substantially  says 
Sfchat,  in  his  judgment,  the  time  had  ari'ived  for  retaliation 
Mipon  the  prisoners  of  war  of  the  enemy. 

Having  such  assurances  as  1  thought  I  could  rely  upon, 
■that  all  proper  regard  to  the  health  and  comfortable  ac- 
ieommocation  of  prisoners  of  war  would  he  in  future  ex¬ 
hibited,  I  was  content  to  refrain  from  the  further  discus¬ 
sion  of  a  matter  which  had  given  me  groat  chagrin  and 
.•mortification,  and  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
^ven  to  move  for  the  publication  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  and  the  voluminous  evi¬ 
dence  appended.  This  is  all  I  know  on  the  subject, 
and  this  is  a  good  deal  more  than  it  is  at  all  pleasant  to 
iwemember.  It  is  but  justice,  though,  to  subjoin  that 
pRichmond  wag  constantly  filled  with  rumors  of  the  cruel 
Sreatmont  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  in  Northern 
prison  houses.  Whether  all  of  these  rumors  were  true, 
Or  any  part  thereof,  I  never  had  the  means  of  knowing, 
and  it  is,  perhaps,  not  very  material  now  to  inquire. 

You  will  see,  from  this  frank  and  explicit  statement  of 
facts,  that  the  case  is  not  so  bad,  so  far  at  least  as  Mr. 
SDavis  and  his  Cabinet  are  concerned,  as  you  would  seem 
♦Bo  have  supposed.  I  certainly  never  heard  of  any  Cabinet 
kneeling  on  the  subject,  and  never  spoke  of  one.  There 
Iwas  uo  man  in  Richmond  who,  for  the  three  years  of 
toy  deplorable  stay  there,  knew  so  little  of  the  views 
ibf  Mr.  Davis  and  the  unfortunate  Cabinet  by  whom  he 
was  surrounded  as  I  did.  I  commenced  my  opposition 
^to  them  and  their  schemes  on  principle,  on  the  day  of 
my  first  taking  my  seat  in  the  Confederate  Con¬ 
gress,  and  I  kept  it-  up  actively  and  zealously,  day  by 
«day  and  hour  by  hour,  until  I  took  my  final  leave  of 
Bhem  last  December  and  came  within  the  military  lines 
bf  the  United  States  in  order  to  aid,  if  in  my  power,  in 
effecting  a  peace  in  despite  of  Mr.  Davis  and  the  Confede- 

Eate  Cmgress ,  by  means  of  which  the  unfortunate  people 
f  the  South  might  be  saved  from  a  portion  of  the  severe 
Bufferings  which  they  are  now  enduring  with  such  exem¬ 
plary  and  commendable  fortitude. 

Having  uow  corrected  the  mistakes  which  your  inform¬ 
ant  has  (no  6oubt  inadvertantly)  committed  in  regard  to 
myself,  I  t&fce  leave  of  this  nauseating  subject,  as  I  hope, 
jfor  ever. 

f  X  have  the  honor  to  fe-s  jmr  obedient  servant, 

&  S;  HOOTS. 
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United  States  Sanitary  Commission. 

!  Central  Office.  Washington,  D.  C.,  Jejy  4,  1865. 
TO  THE  HR aE C.HES  AND  AID  SOCIETIES  OF  TilE 
UNITED  STATES  SANITARY  COMMISSION. 

In  a  circular  (No  Du)  issued  irorn  this  office  M ay  15,  you 
vrere  called  on  to  continue  your  labors  in  collecting  and  for¬ 
warding  supplies  up  to  this  present  date.  For  the  aUciity  you 
have  shown  in  complying  with  this  request  under  circum¬ 
stances  so  unfavorable  to  zeal,  we  tender  you  special  thanks. 
Your  coutinued  support  has  enabled  us  to  extend  a  generous 
assistance  to  our  armies  gathered  at  Washington,  Louisville, 
and  elsewhere,  before  being  finally  mustered  out  of  seivice. 
When  you  have  forwarded  to  our  receiving  depots  such  sup¬ 
plies  as  you  may  now  have  on  hand,  we  shall  find  our  store¬ 
houses  sufficiently  recruited  to  meet  all  remaining  wants  o< 
the  service.  In  the  Eastern  Department  our  work  of  supply 
is  substantially  done,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  service 
still  required'  in  the  neighborhood  of  VS  ashington.  In  th« 
Western  Department  it  may  continue,  on  a  very  diminished 
scnle,  a  couple  of  months  longer.  In  Texas  and  the  GuJi  pos¬ 
sibly  the  supply  service  may  last  all  Summer.  But  by  econ¬ 
omy  of  our  stores  in  hand,  we  feel  authorized  to  say  that  al'tei 
collecting  what  is  already  in  existence  we  shall 

be  able  to  meet  all  ju>t  demands  made  upon  us. 
We,  therefore,  iu  accordance  with  our  promise, 

notify  our  Branches  that  their  labors  in  collecting  sup¬ 
plies  for  us  may  finally  cease  from  this  date.  We  shah  make 
no  further  requisition  upon  them,  except  in  regard  to 
supplies  already  in  their  bands,  or  on  their  way  to  them.  We 
hope  our  Branches  will  use  ali  diligence  in  forwarding  to  oui 
receiving  depots,  through  the  accustomed  channels,  whatevei 
sores  may  reach  them  tram  their  S.  Aid  Societies, or  any  they 
have  in  band.  All  balances  in  cash  left  in  the  Branch  Treasu¬ 
ries.  after  settling  up  their  local  affairs.  wiT  be  forwarded  to 
G.  T.  Strong,  esq..  Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commis¬ 
sion.  So  far  as  any  ol  our  Branches  are  engaged  in  other  por¬ 
tions  of  our  work  than  in  collecting  and  forwarding  supplies, 
their  labors  will  continue  gs  long  as  those  of  the  Commission 
itself  may  last.  But  the  supply  of  work  is  over,  and  the  char¬ 
acteristic  labors  of  the  women  cf  the  land  in  furnishing  hospi¬ 
tal  clothing  and  comforts  for  sick  and  wounded  so’aiers  are 
completed.  Henceforward,  during  the  few  months  of  exist- 
;  ence  still  allotted  to  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  complete  it* 
:  work  of  collecting  the  pensions  and  back  pay  of  the  soldiers, 
in  which  it  ahtadv  has  127  offices  estaoliHied.  to  make  up  its 
scientific  record  and  ctose  up  its  widely  extended  affairs, there 
will  be  no  {.robahie  necessity  for  addressing  the  women  of  the 
coi:nfiy,and  t:,is  circular  may  be  our  last  opportunity, until  the 
final  report  of  the  Commission  is  made. of  expressing  the  grati¬ 
tude  ofthe  Board  for  their  patient. humane  and  laborious  devo¬ 
tion  tp  our  common  work.  For  mote  than  four  years  the 
United  States  Sanitary  Commission  has  depended  on  its 
Branches,  mainly  direeted.aud  controlled  by  women,  for  keep¬ 
ing  a;ive  the  interest  in  its  works  in  all  the  villages  and  homes 
or  the  country,  ior  establishing  and  banding  together  the  Sol¬ 
diers’  Aid  Societies  which  in  thousands  have  sprung  up  and 
united  their  strength  in  our  service.  By  correspondence  and 
by  actual  visitation,  as  we. las  by  a  system  of  canvassers,  you, 
at  the  centers  of  influence,  have  maintained  your  hold  upon 
the  homes  of  the  land,  and  kept  your  storehouses  and  ours  full 
:  of  their  contributions.  By  what  systematic  and  business-like 
devotion  of  your  time  and  talents  you  have  been  able  to  ac¬ 
complish  this,  we  have  been  studious  and  admixing  observers. 
A  our  volunteer  work  has  had  all  the  regularity  of  paid  labor. 
In  a  sense  of  responsibility,  iu  system,  iu  patient  persistency, 
in  attention  to  weaiisome  details,  in  a  victory  over  the  fickle¬ 
ness  which  commonly  bpsets  the  work  ofvo.uuteers,  you  have 
rivaled  the  discipline,  the  panence  and  courage  of  soldiers  in 
the  field,  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  war.  Not  seldom,  indeed,  youx 
:  labors,  continued  through  frosts  and  heats,  and  without'  in- 
■  tercuission  for  years,  have  broken  down  your  health.  But 
year  tanks  have  always  been  kept  fu  1,  and  full,  too,  of  the 
best,  most  capable  and  noble  women  in  the  country.  Nor  do 
we  suppose  that  you.  who  have  controlled  and  inspired  our 
Branches,  and  with  wnom  it  has  been  our  happiness  to  be 
brought  into  personal  contact,  are,  because  acting  in  a  larger 
|  sphere,  more  worthy  of  our  thanks  and  respect  than  the 
women  who  have  maintained  our  village  Soldiers’  Aid  So¬ 
cieties.  Indeed,  the  ever  cheering  burden  of  your  communi¬ 
cations  to  us  has  been  the  praise  and  love  inspired  in  you  by 
the  devoted  patriotism,  the  self-sacrificing  zeal  of  the  Aid 
Societies,  and  of  the’ r  individual  contributors.  Through  you 
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we  have  heard  the  same  glowing  and  tear  moving  tales  of  tha 
sacrifices  made  by  humble  homes  and  hands  in  behalf  of  our 
work,  which  we  so  often  hear  from  their  comrades  of 
privates  in  the  held,  who  throughout  the  war  have  often  won 
the  laurels  their  officers  have  worn,  and  have  been  animated 
I  by  motives  of  pure  patriotism,  unmixed  with  hope  of  promo- 
|  tion  or  desire  forrecognition  or  praise,  to  give  their  blood  and  1 
i  their  lives  for  the  country  of  their  hearts.  To  you  and 
through  you  to  the  Soldier’s  Aid  Societies,  and  through  them 
to  each  and  every  contributor  to  our  supplies,  to  every  woman 
who  li°s  sewed  a  searn  or  knitted  a  stocking  in  the  service  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission,  we  now  return  our  most  sincere 
l  and  hearty  thanks— thanks  which  are  not  ours  only,  but  those 
I  of  the  camps,  the  hospitals,  the  transports,  the  prisons,  the 
pickets  and  the  lines,  where  your  love  and  labor  have  sent 
comfort,  protection,  relief,  and  sometimes  life  itself.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  the  army  of  women  at  home  lias  fully 
matched  in  patriotism  and  in  sacrifices  the  army  of  men  in  the 
field.  The  mothers,  sisters,  wives  and  daughters  of  America 
have  been  worthy  of  the  sons  and  brothers,  husbands  aud 
fathers  who  were  fighting  their  battles.  After  having  con¬ 
tributed  their  living  treasures  to  the  war,  what  wonder  they 
sent  so  freely  after  them  ail  else  that  they  had?  And  this 
precious  sympathy  between  the  firesides  and  the  camp  fires, 
between  the  bayonet  and  the  needle,  the  tanned  cheek  and  tha 
pale  face,  has  kept  the  nation  o'ne;  has  carried  the  homes  into 
the  ranks,  and  kept  the  ranks  in  the  homes,  until  a  sentiment 
of  oneness,  of  irresistible  unanimity,  in  which  domestic  and 
social,  civil  and  religious,  political  and  military  elements 
entered,  qualifying,  strengthening,  enriching  and  sanctifying 
alt,  has  at  last  conquered  all  obstacles  and  given  us  an  over¬ 
whelming,  a  profound  and  permanent  victory.  It  has  been 
our  precious  privilege  to  be  your  almoners ;  to  manage  and 
distribute  the  stores  you  have  (-seated  and  given  us  for  tha 
soldiers  aud  sailors.  We  have  tried  to  do  our  duty  impartially, 
diligently,  wisely.  For  the  means  of  carrying  on  this  vast 
work,  which  has  grown  up  in  our  hands,  keeping  pace  with, 
the  growing  immensity  of  the  war,  and  which  we  are  now 
about  to  lay  down,  alter  giving  tbe  American  public  an 
account  of  our  stewardship,  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  tbe 
money  cieated  by  the  fairs  which  American  women  inaugu¬ 
rated  and  conducted,  and  to  the  supplies  collected  by  you 
under  our  organization.  To  yon,  then,  is  finally  due  the  largest 
part  of  whatever  gratitude  belongs  to  the  Sanitary  Commis¬ 
sion.  It  is  as  it  should  be.  The  soldier  willreturn  to  his  horn* 
to  thank  his  own  wife,  mother,  sister,  daughter,  for  so  ten¬ 
derly  looking  after  -him  in  camp  and  field,  in  hospital  and 
prison:  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  the  homes  of  the 
country  which  have  wrought  out  this  great  salvation,  and 
that  the  men  and  the  womeit  of  America  have  an  equal  pari 
in  its  glory  and  its  joy.  invoking  the  blessings  of  God  upon, 
yoil  all,  we  ai-e  gratefully  and  proudly  your  fellow  laborers; 

HENRY  W.  BELLOWS,  President. 

A.  D.  BACHE,  Vice-President. 

T.  L.  OLMSTED. 

GEORGE  T.  STRONG.  Treasurer  and  of  the  Standin* 

Committee. 

E  Lis  PI  A  HARRIS,  W.  H.  VAN  BUREN,  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee 

WOLCOTT  GIBBS,  Standing  Committee. 

S.  G.  HOWE,  C.  R.  AGNEW,  Standing  Committee. 

J.  S.  NEWBERRY,  Secretary  of  Western  Department. 

I  T.  M.  CLARK,  R.  W.  BURNETT.  MARK  SivINNER, 

I  JOSEPPI  HOLT,  HORACE  B1NNEY,  jr.,  J.  II.  HAY* 
j  WOOD,  J.  HUNTINGTON  WOLCOTT,  CHARLES  J. 

STILLE,  Standing  Committee. 

EZRA  B.  McGAGG,  JOHN  S.  BLATCHFORD,  General 
Secretary. 

J\  ,^,T(vJmvv'L  [C \ 


Three  and  a  half  millions.— The  tT.  S.  Sanitary 
Commission  pronounces  the  accoimts'of  Mr.  James 
M.  Halsey,  the  treasurer,  after  a  full  investig^Mon^ 
quite  correct.  The  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
Mr.  Halsey  to  1st  January  last  amounted  to  nearly 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  Halsey 
has  a  right  to  feel  proud  of  such  an  endorsement 
of  his  integrity. 
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The  Sanitary  Covnmissicn  —  Soldiers’ 
Claims* 

From  Onr  Special  Correspondent. 

Washington,  D.  C..  July  9,  1865. 
Few  are  aware  of  the  vast  amount  of  supplies 
issued  monthly  from  the  Central  Depot  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission  in  this  city.  The  state¬ 
ment  appended  exhibits  the  principal  issues  from  the 
storehouse  of  the  Commission  from  May  25  to  June  17, 
inclusive.  Some  of  these  supplies  were  furnished  to 
the  General  Hospitals,  hut  most  were  issued  to  the 
troops  of  Sherman’s  and  Meade’s  armies  during  their 
presence  around  the  city.  These  donations  were  pecu¬ 
liarly  acceptable  at  the  time,  as  many  of  the  men 
were  suffering  from  scurvy,  and,  owing  to  the  order  di¬ 
recting  the  reduction  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  were  but  poorly  supplied  with  clothing. 

During  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  about 
5,000  applications  for  pensions,  arrears  of  pay,  boun¬ 
ties,  Ac.,  have  been  filed  at  the  Central  Office  of  the 
Commission  here  by  discharged  members  of  the 
army  and  navy;  and  within  the  past  four 
months  the  agents  of  the  Commission  have 
collected  gratuitously  for  such  applicants  over 
€>300,000.  The  Commission  intend,  now  that  a  majority 
of  the  troops  have  been  mustered  out,  to  make  the  col. 
lection  of  claims  of  this  character  one  of  its  specialties, 
and  is  rapidly  establishing  new  State  offices  for  this 
purpose.  A  force  of  twenty  clerks  employed  in  the 
Central  Office,  are  kept  constantly  busy  in  the  adjust, 
ment  of  soldiers’ accounts  with  the  Government,  and 
so  rapidly  is  the  business  increasing  that  it  is  believed 
that  the  amount  of  claims  collected  may  hereafter  reach  j 
the  sum  of  $300,000  per  month!  Every  facility  is  ac¬ 
corded  the  agents  of  the  Commission  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  prosecution  of  its  humane  and  noble  work, 

;  and  consequently  discharged  soldiers  should  under¬ 
stand  that  their  claims  will  he  soonor  satisfied  through 
this  channel  than  any  other. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  issues  given  below  wa§ 
$237,811  94: 


Bed  Sacks . 572jPail9 . 68 

Blankets..... . 1,0351  Piljows. . .51 

Blushes,  hair . 44 1  Pillow-cases.. . 1,934 

Combs,  coarse. . 56,72b  (Quilts.  . . . 434 


Combs,  line . 27.710 

Head  Rests . 18 

Knives  and  Forks . 95  doz 

Musquito  Netting..  .174  pieces 

Mattresses . 2s 

Sponges . . . 41 

Towels . 56,625 

Tin  cups . 3,180 

Tin  plates . 3,050 


Sheets. . .  . 1,464 

Stretchers.... . . . 22 

Spoons . . . 142 J  doi 

Soap . 312  lb* 

Stoves  and  Fixtures . 3 

Hats  . . 870 

Pants,  woolen  and  linen, prs.  125 

Suspenders,  pairs . 29,313 

Shirts,  cotton . 8,600 


Coats,  woolen  and  linen  ....95|Shiits,  woolen . 25,354 

Blouses . ,.56!Shoes.  psirs . 7,333 

Caps . . 27 1  Slippers,  pairs . 2,9S8 


Drawers,  cotton,  pairs  ...6  920 
Drawers,  woolen,  pairs. .17, 341 

Eye-glasses . 28 

Handkerchiefs  . 62,684 


Socks,  cotton,  pairs . 12,821 

Socks,  woolen,  pairs.... 23, 514 

Vesta  . 157 

Wrappers . 273 


Ale . 252  bottles] Canned  Meaty . 102  cans 


Apple  Fatter . 993  cans 

Apples  &.FniHs.drie<l'27i3  bbls 

Blackberries . 383  cans 

Beef  Stock . 177  lbs 

Blackberry  V\  ine,  Cor- 


Cht  rry  Erar.dy . 174  bottles 

Champagne . 12  bottles 

Cocoa . 31  lbs 

Chocolate.. . 993  lb® 

Coffee . . . 6  i  lbs 


dial  and  Brandy  3.205  bottles:  Corn  Starch . 1,926  lbs 

Brandy .  . 486  bottles'  Coxvlensed  Milk . 13,169  lbs 

Brandy,  French....  134 bottles i Crackers  and  Cakes. .313^  bbls 

Frandy,  French . 10  gals! Farina . 4,057  lbs 

Butter . 498  lbs  Ginger,  Jamaica.. 3, 976  bottle® 

Canned  Fruits . 135  cans  Gherkins . 159  jars 


Lemons . 591  boxes 

Lemonade,  eon . 6o  cans 

Muizemi . 2.009  lbs 

Or:  nges . 341  boxes 

Onions . . . 1,227£  bbis 

Pickles . 773$  bbls 

Pick.es . 9i7  galls 

Pickles . 537  kegs 

Porter . 154  bottles 

Potatoes . 2,431  bbls 


Rice . ..135  lbs 

Rum,  Jam . 72  bottles 

Sugar,  wh’te . 1,596  lb# 

Sugar,  brown... . 1,030  lbs 

Salt  Fish . . 341  lbs 

Tamarinds . 15  kegs 

Tea,  green . .1,473  lbs 

Tea,  black  . . 30i  lb# 

Tobacco,  chewing...  14, 632 lbs 
Tobacco,  smoking. . .  .6,016  lbs 


Peaches . . 7,734  cans  i  Tomatoes . 34,640  cans 

Jellies  and  Preserves. 2,151jarsi  Canes . . . 314 

Wine,  Foreign . 233  bott  les  I  Fumenti  Spirits . 22  bottles 

Wine,  Domestic. ...17  boitiesjFans . 2,964 

Whisky . 6iG  bottles  Games . . . 6  case* 

Yeast  Powder . ..5  cans  Houtewives,  Comfort  Bags, 

F  uvelopes . 396,305 1  &c . . . 2,381 

Ink... . 4.85,'  bottlesjLime  Juice  . 48  bottle* 

Writing  Paper . 9t;fJ  reams! Lint . . . 8  bbls 

Pens . b'4‘  $  gross  |  Muriatic  Acid. . 4  lb# 

Pencils . i5. 558 [Needles . 6,307  papers 

Pen  holders . 24  370jOld  binen . 14  bbl# 

Bay  Rum . 555  bo-tles i Pipes . 5  boxe# 

Bandages . . .  .7£  bbls  Pins... . 7,113  paper* 

Cologne . ...135  bottles' Reading  Matter . 53  boxo# 

Candles . J14  lbs 'Straw  for  Bedding . 300  lb# 

Camphor  Spirits. ..137  bottles | Shoe- strings . 45  gros# 

Camphor  Gum . 8  lb  4 Thread,  W’teand  Bl’k.  .6641b# 

Crutches . 108  pairs | 


.lew-York  Contributions  to  the  Chicago 
Sanitary  Fair-Letter  to  Mrs.  Gen. 
Sherman. 

New-York,  Wednesday,  June  7,  1865. 

To  Mrs.  Major-Gen.  Wm.  T.  Sherman: 

'  Dear  Madam:  We,  the  undersigned,  Catholic 
clergymen,  in  response  to  your  circular  in  behalf  of 
the  Northwestern  Sanitary  Fair,  do  ourselves  the 
honor  of  remitting  herewith  five  hundred  and  seven 
dollars  ($607,)  subscribed  by  ourselves  and  others  at 
our  solicitation’  and  a  list  of  whose  names  we  inclose- 
It  was  a  happy  thought,  to  place  the  fair  under  the 
auspices  of  the  various  churches,  both  because  of  the 
friendly  rivalry  for  the  palm' of  well  doing,  which  is 
thus  likely  to  be  engendered,  and  more  particularly 

because  the  object  of  relieving  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  and  providing  permanent  homes  for  the  dis¬ 
abled,  is  clearly  such  as  must  ever  be  cherished 
wherever  and  in  proportion  as  the  spirit  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  exists.  * 


We  rejoice,  however,  to  know  that  heside  this 
Christian  philanthropy,  a  principal  object  with  you  is 
to  honor  the  heroic  patriotism  of  our  American  sol¬ 
diers,  as  exhibited  in  the  war  for  the  Union.  This  war  ! 
has  had  in  it  so  much  of  the  character  of  a  “  holy 
war,”  as  to  afford  an  additional  reason  why  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  approval  should  be  made  by  the  people 
under  the  banners  of  their  churches.  It  has  been 
waged  for  the  upholding,  of  the  principle  of  obedience 
to  civil  law,  to  which  St.  Paul  commands  every  man 
to  be  subject;  and  for  the  preservation  over  every  por¬ 
tion  of  its  territory  of  that  government  which  is  the 
most  humane  and  beneficent  on  earth,  and  moreover, 
inseparably  connected  with  it,  was  either  the  perpetua- 
tion'or  removal  of  a  gigantic  wrong,  which  many  good 
Christians  may  have  been  induced  to  apologize  for, 
but  for  which  no  good  Christian  could  have  found  it 
in  his  heart  cordially  to  love. 

We'take  particular  pleasure  in  having  this'opportu- 
nity  of  expressing  our  great  esteem  and  respect  for 
yourself,  dear  madam,  and  our  admiration. and  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  immense  services  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union  and  humanity,  of  the  illustrious  man  of  whom 
you  are  the  worthy  wife. 

We  remain,  dear  madam,  your  obedient  servants, 
Rev.  Thomas  Farrell,  Rev.  Sylvester  Malone,  Rev.  Pa¬ 
trick  McCarthy,  Rev.  Edward  McGiynn,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
R.  L.  Burtsell,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Thomas  McLaughlin  and 
others. 

BEPLY. 

To  the  Revs.  Thomas  Farrell,  Pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Church;  S..Malone ,  Pastor  of  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul’s 
Church;  P.  McCarthy,  Pastor  of  Church  of  the  Holy 
Cross;  E.  McGiynn,  D.  D.,  Military  Chaplain;  R. 
L.  BuriseU,  D.  D.,  Assistant  Pastor  of  St.  Ann’s 
Church;  Thomas  McLaughlin,  Pastor  of  Church  at 
New  Rochelle,  New  York  City: 

Rev.  Gentlemen  :  Allow  me  to  offer  you  my  most 
sincere  thanks  for  your  most  kind  compliment  to  me, 
in  the  very  generous  contribution  conveyed  to  me  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Sanitary  Fair  in  Chicago.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  gratifying  to  me,  and  nothing 
during  the  fair  gave  more  sincere  pleasure  to  my  hus¬ 
band  than  your  good  will  and  zeal,  and  the  kind  per¬ 
sonal  feelings  evinced  by  your  letter  and  its  welcome 
contents.  I  send  by  same  mail  with  this  a  paper  in 
which  your  beautiful  letter  is  published.  Please  con¬ 
vey  to  the  gentlemen  who  joined  in  the  contribution 
my  most  hearty-  thanks,  and  those  of  all  the  Catholic 
ladies  of  the  fair.  I  shall  preserve  the  letter  with  the 
hat  of  names  among  my  papers,  and  may  it  prove  to 
my  children’s  children  that  loyal  Catholics  were  found' 
to  unite  throughout  the  North  in  a  work  of  patriotism 
and  charity-  at  this  time. 

With  renewed  thanks  for  your  complimentary  al¬ 
lusions  to  my  husband,  and  with  the  hope  that  we 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  your  personal  acquaintance 
some  day,  r  am  very  truly  and  respectfullv, 

Yours,  ELLEN  E.  SHERMAN. 

Lancasieb,  Ohio,  July  2,  1865. 
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TREATMENT  OP  PRISONERS* 

•  _ ^ 

Southern  Barharism  and  Northsm  Hn* 
manity— The  Horrors  of”  Salisbury— 
The  Comforts  of  Point  Iiooltont— How 
The  Prisoners  of  War  were  Treated  in 
the  Sonth. 

The  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  Wax  spent  some  time  in  May  and  April  collecting 
testimony  concerning  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war  in  Southern  and  Northern  prisons  ;  and  their 
work  was  valuable,  as  there  was  accumulated  the  proof 
of  the  humanity  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  barbarism  of  the  Confederates.  A.  J. 
Palmeb,  a  •  private  in  Company  D,  Forty-ninth  New- 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  testified’ as  to  his  treatment 
when  in  the  hospital,  as  a  prisoner,  at  Belle  Island  : 

A. — While  in  the  hospital  as  a  patient,  the  treat¬ 
ment,  as  far  as  kindness  would  go,  was  very  well,  be¬ 
cause  our  men  were  the  attendants  there;  some  of 
them  were  very  mean,  though,  and  were  very  little 
better  than  their  men. 

Q. — How  was  it  in  respect  to  the  food  furnished? 
A. — I  do  not  think  they  had  as  much,  in  quantity,  as 
the  men  on  Belle  Island  got.  Sick  men  did  not  need 
as  much.  They  meant  to  issue  about  the  same 
quantity,  hut  there  were  six  or  eight  nurses  who  re¬ 
ceived  what  they  wanted,  and,  of  course,  the  patients 
did  not  get  so  much. 

He  made  &  copy  of  the  record  of  diseases  and  deaths 
in  the  hospitals  at  Belle  Island,  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  SO,  1864.  The  following  are  some  of  the  items 
of  this  record: 
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Diarrhoea,  acuta . 

18 

ICO 

13 

27 

13 

Diarrhoea,  clnpiiic . 

. 229 

193 

337 

265 

283 

250 

Dysentery,  acuta . 

.  6 

4 

23 

6 

9 

3 

Dysentery,  chronic . 

.  18 

12 

34 

24 

27 

20 

The  total  cases  were  2,781;  deaths,  1,396. 

This  witness  testified  further : 

A. — Yes,  Sir;  after  our  men  were  dead,  and  put  in 
the  dead-house,  nearly  every  morning  the  eyes  and 
cheeks  were  eaten  out  of  them  by  the  rats,  before  they 
were  put  in  their  coffins.  It  was  complained  of  several 
times,  and  the  rebel  surgeon  in  charge  slightly  repri¬ 
manded  the  undertaker,  but  he  took  scarcely  any  no¬ 
tice  of  it,  and  it  had  not  been  stopped  when  I  came 
away. 

Q.— What  was  the  condition  of  the  hospital  as  to 
cleanliness  ?  A. — Every  bed  was  thickly  covered  with 
vermin.  A  man  would  be  taken  with  the  small-pox, 
and  after  he  was  sent  to  the  small-pox  hospital  some¬ 
times  the  clothes  would  not  be  changed,  and  a  man 
would  he  put  in  the  same  bed.  The  vermin  were  very 
thick.  They  would  wash  a  little,  but  not  enough  to 
have  a  change  of  olothes  once  in  two  months. 

Q — Was  the  hospital  to  which  they  sent  our 
patients  very  much  crowded  ?  A. — Yes,  Sir.  As 
Boon  as  a  man  was  able  to  have  his  olothes 
on,  he  was  put  on  the  floor.  In  a  ward 
where  there  were  seventy  beds,  there  were  a  hundred 
and  eight,  nine  or  ten  men;  and  there  were  ten 
irarses,  who  would  sometimes  take  the  beds.  Some¬ 
times  they  did  not  have  ten,  and  sometimes  more 
than  that. 

Sergt.  C.  W.  Thtjuston,  of  Company  K,  Eighth 
New-Hampshire  Volunteers,  testified  as  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  prisoners  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  as  follows: 


'V?  ~ 

In  regard  to  tlie  rations  for  the  men,  -what  was 
called  the  regular  ration  was  a  pound  of  bread,  made 
of  corn  and  cobs  ground  together,  to  each  man  for 
twenty-four  hours;  they  usually  got  only  about  twelve 
ounces  even  of  that  bread;  then,  for  meat,  the  men 
usually  received  twenty-two  pounds  of  beeves’  heads, 
tripes  and  gullets  to  each  one  hundred  men ;  but  that 
was  not^ceived  every  day,  only  about  once  in  four 
days,  on  an  average,  and  then  there  was  usually  given 
about  half  a  pint. or  soup  to  each  man  a  day;  the  soup 
was  made  of  rice  and  water — that  is,  a  large  bucketful 
of  rice  would  be  put  into  a  large  kettle  of  water,  hold¬ 
ing,  say  twenty  gallons;  sometimes  a  little  salt,  some¬ 
times  no  salt  at  all.  They  would  dip  out  the  water, 
and  but  little  of  the  rice,  and  then  fdl  up  again  and 
again,  until  1,OQ0  men  had  been  served  from  the  one 
bucketful  of  rice.  Upon  the  slightest  provocation  the 
rations  would  he  cut  off  entirely  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
have  lost  the  principal  diary  I  kept  while  there;  but  I 
find  in  a  memorandum  book  which  I  have  here,  that 
on  Friday,  the  28th  of  October,  the  men  received  no 
rations;  on  Saturday  they  received  nothing  but  soup ; 
on  Sunday  they  received  bread  and  meat,  so  that 
there  were  two  days  when  they  received  nothing 
but  a  little  soup.  In  regard  to.  the  treatment  of 
our  men  in  other  respects,  I  can  illustrate  it 
by  an  incident  I  saw  myself  :  I  was  standing 
one  day  by  the  hospital  (I  had  been  to  see  Mr. 
Davis,  one  of  the  prisoners,  who  had  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  hospital,)  and  one  of  our  negro 
soldiers,  captured  at  the.  time  of  the  explosion  of  the 
mine  near  Petersburgh,  was  standing  near-by,  engaged 
in  “  skirmishing,”  as  we  prisoners  call  it,  examining 
his  clothes  for  vermin.  A  sentinel  there,  at  whom  I 
happened  to  be  looking  at  the  time,  drew  tip  bis 
musket,  took  deliberate  aim,  and  fired,  killing  the 
negro  on  the  spot.  One  of  our  boys  asked  him  “‘What 
he  did  that  for?”  And  he  replied,  that  he  did  it  to 

see  the  damned  black - drop.  That  I  saw  done 

myself. 

The  boys  did  not  have  what  water  they  wanted. 
They  had  to  go  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  little  creek, 
twenty  at  a  time,  with  a  guard,  but  they  did  not  get 
all  they  wanted.  There  was  water  in  the  yard,  hut  so 
thick  with  mud  that  they  could  not  drink  it.  The  only 
well  that  had  good  water  in  it  was  closely  guarded,  and 
kept  for  the  hospital.  The  morning  I  escaped,  there 
were  7,603  prisoners  there.  We  never  received  any  of 
the  clothing  or  supplies  of  the  Sanitary  Commission 
which  we  understood  had  been  sent  to  us.  Before  our 
soldiers  would  be  enlisted  in  the  rebel  service,  they 
would  usually  get  nothing  to  eat  for  two  or  three  days. 
Then  an  officer  would  come  in  with  a  guard,  and  when 
the  prisoners  Were  collected  around  him,  he  would 
tell  them  that  they  would  not  be  exchanged  before  the 
end  of  the  war ;  but  if  they  would  enlist  in  their  ser¬ 
vice  they  would  have  plenty  of  food  and  clothing,  and 
placed  on  garrison  duty,  and  not  be  called  upon  to 
fight.  I  have  seen  men  brought  up  for  that  purpose, 
who  were  so  weak  that  they  could  not  walk  without 
staggering. 

C». — Were  any  threats  made  as  to  what  would  be 
the  consequences  if  they  did  not  enlist  ?  A. — No, 
Sir;  there  was  no  need  of  threats;  the  boys  knew  they 
would  die  if  they  staid  there;  the  rations  kept  growing 
poorer  and  poorer  all  the  time.  God  only  knows  what 
they  are  by  this  time,  or  how  the  poor  fellow  get 
along. 

Q.— State  more  fully  about  your  being  deprived 
of  clothing,  &c.,  when  you  were  captured  ?  i 


A. — When  we  were  first  taken,  they  generally  take 
from  us  all  our  money,  watches  and  other  valuables. 
When  we  we  were  taken  to  Petersburgh,  an  officer 
came  in  with  a  guard,  where  we  were,  and  took  a  great 
many  of  our  rubber  and  woolen  blankets.  The  guard 
kept  coming  in  and  stealing  our  clothes,  the  men  re¬ 
sisting,  but,  of  course,  resistance  was  useless.  They 
took  our  shelter  tents  anti  overcoats  from  us  while  we 
were  in  Petersburgh.5  When  we  got  to  Richmond,  and 
were  put  in  the  Pemberton  Building,  we  were  formed 
into  line  on  each  side  of  the  building,  and  made  to  i 
take  off  our  knapsacks,  haversacks  and  canteens,  I 
and  pile  them  up  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
and  they  were  carried  off  by  them.  They 
said  they  were  going  to  search  us  for  money, 
and  we  were  invited  to  give  up  what  money  we  had 
voluntarily,  and  told  us  that  if  we  did  so  we  should 
have  a  receipt  for  it,  and  it  would  be  given  back  to  us 
when  we  were  exchanged;  but  we  were  told  that  if  we 
did  not  do  that,  and  any  money  was  afterward  found 
on  us,  it  would  be  confiscated:  Then  they  took  us  on 
to  Salisbury,  many  of  our  boys  having  nothing  hut 
what  they  had  on.  When  their  clothes  were  out,  they 
had  to  do  without.  When  I  left,  not  one-half  of  them 
had  more  than  a  blouse  and  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  some 
nothing  but  a  shirt  and  pantaloons,  still  others  no¬ 
thing  but  pantaloons  and  a  piece  of  old  cloth  about 
their  shoulders;  hundreds  were  barefooted,  and  with¬ 
out  hats  or  caps,  without  clothing  to  keep  them  any 
way  comfortable. 

Q. — Then  they  must  have  suffered  much  from  the 
inclemency,  of  the  wither?  A.— Yes,  Sir;  I  under¬ 
stood  that  some  of  them  froze  to  death.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  many  of  them  perished  in  that  way.  I 
have  had  men  come, to  the  bakery,  where  I  was,  shiv¬ 
ering  and  shaking  with  cold  as  if  they  had  the  ague, 
and  beg  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  warm  thern- 
themselves.  I  would  let  a  few  in  at  a  time,  and '  then, 
after  a  short  time,  make  them  go  out  and  let  others 
come  in.  When  prisoners  died  they  used  to  strip 
them  of  their  clothing,  which  they  would  sometimes 
give  to  the  most  needy  of  the  living.  The  dead  were 
put  in  a  dead-house,  and  then  pitched  into  a  cart  any 
way,  just  as  many  as  it  would  hold,  and,  as  I  under¬ 
stood,  carried  off  and  tumbled  into  a  ditch,  and  cover¬ 
ed  up.  This  I  was  told  by  some  of  our  men  who  were 
detailed  as  grave-diggers,  and  given  double  rations  for 
that  duty. 

Q-— You  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  any  of  the 
pxiecneES  froze  to  death?  A  —No,  sfr;  p  saw  none 
when  they  were  freezing,  but  I  was  told  bo,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  it;  the  men  would  get  very  weak,  and 
would  crawl  into  their  holes,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
froze  to  death  there;  one  man  was  taken  out  from 
under  the  hospital  who  had  been  there  so  long  that 
he  had  begun  to  decay,  and  was  all  covered  with  ver¬ 
min;  we  supposed  he  had  crawled  under  there  to  get 
out  of  the  cold,  and  there  died;  I  was  told  by  a  rebel 
doctor  there,  I  forget  his  name,  that  not  one  in  ten  of 
the  men  who  died  there  would  have  died  if  they  had 
proper  food  and  shelter. 

Q. — Prom  all  that  you  have  seen,  are  you  satisfied  in 
your  own  mind,  that  our  soldiers  have  died  there  in 
consequence  of  not  having  proper  food  and  clothing  ? 
A. — 1  know  so,  as  well  as  I  can  know  anything  of 
that  nature.  There  was  a  snow  storm  there,  which 
changed  to  a  cold  rain,  and  lasted  for  two  days,  and 
the  morning  after  I  saw  six  men  taken  out  of  one  hole, 
into  which  they  had  crawled,  and  had  there  died. 

TREATMENT  OF  REBEL  PRISONERS. 

Point  Lookout,  Mu.,  Friday,  April  14,  18G5. 

Brig. -Gen.  James  Barnes  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Q. — What  is  your  rank  and  position  in  the  army  ? 

A. — Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Q. — What  is  your  present  command,  and  how  long 
have  you  held  the  same  ?  A. — I  am  in  commandof  the 


District  of  St.  Mary’s,  which  embraces  the  County  of 
St.  Mary’s,  within  which  is  situated  the  military 
prison  at  Point  Lookout,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac  Biver  into  the  Chesapeake  Eay.  I  have  been  in 
command  of  the  district  since  the  6th  cf  July,  1864. 

Q. — How  many  prisoners  are  there  no  win  the  camp 
of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Point  Lookout,  Maryland  ? 
A. — There  are  at  this  time  twenty-one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  (21,255.) 

After  presenting  documents  as  to  the  treatment  of 
rebel  prisoners,  Gen.  Baenes  stated: 

I  would  further  state  that  a  library  has  been  formed, 
containing  about  eight  hundred  (SCO)  volumes,  for 
their  use,  by  contribution.  A  school  has  been  held 
daily  by  some  of  the  prisoners  qualified  to  teach,  and 
there  may  be  seen  grown  men,  some  -learning  their 
letters  and  studying  their  spelling-book;  some  study¬ 
ing  the  elements  of  arithmetic  and  geography;  some, 
more  advanced,  studying  Latin,  Greek  and  French. 
Through  the  camp  may  be  seen  ingenious  manufac¬ 
turing  of  fans  from  pine  wood,  chains  from  horse  hair, 
gutta-percha  rings  inlaid  neatly  with  gold  and  silver 
ornaments,  and  all  these  things  are  permitted  to  be 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  received  by  the  Provost-Mar¬ 
shal  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners  who  make  them. 
Money  and  other  valuables,  as  watches,  &c.,  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  prisoners  on  their  arrival  at  the  post, 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Provost-Marshal,  and 
recorded  in  his  books,  all  of  which  are  returned  to 
them  when  they  leave  the  post,  paroled  for  exchange; 
or  if  transferred  to  another  post,  a  schedule  of  their 
private  property  is  made  out  and  the  property  trans¬ 
ferred  with  the  prisoner. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  very 
good;  in  a  few  instances,  perhaps  half  a  dozen,  the 
punishment  of  a  hall  and  chain,  not  -unusual  in  armies, 
has  been  awarded  for  a  brief  period  for  attempting  to 
escape,  but  these  have  been  very  rare. 

A  good  deal  of  labor  in  the  quartermaster’s  and 
commissary  department  at  this  post  has  been  per¬ 
formed  by  the  prisoners,  and  also  work  on  the  forts. 
But  this  labor  is  always  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  and  for  which  he  is  invariably  compensated, 
either  in  money  or  in  extra  rations  of  tobacco,  &c.,  as 
he  may  choose.  This  labor  is  sought  at  eagerly  by 
the  prisoners. 

Very  rarely  has  any  complaint  of  any  ill-treatment 
on  the  part  of  our  soldiers  toward  the  prisoners  been 
made.  I  cannot  at  this  time  recall  a  single  instance, 
if  I  may  except  a  few  cases  which  arose  between  them 
and  some  of  the  colored  troops,  bnt  even  with  them 
nothing  of  any  moment. 

The  following  documents  were  submitted  by  Gen. 
Barnes: 

Office  of  A.  C.  S.  of  Prisoners  of  War,  \ 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  15, 1865.  ) 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to 
submit  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  ra¬ 
tions  daily  issued  to  prisoners  of  war,  mode  of  issuing 
the  same,  and  extra  rations  allowed  prisoners  employ¬ 
ed  on  public  works.  Prisoners  of  war,  in  accordance 
with  General  Order  No.  1  of  Brig.-Gen.  H.  W.  Wessels, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  dated  Washington , 
Jan.  13,  1865,  are  now  allowed  the  following  rations, 
viz. :  Pork  or  bacon,  ten  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  beef;)  salt 
or  fresh  beef,  fourteen  ounces,  flour  or  soft  bread, 
sixteen  ounces ;  hard  bread,  ten  ounces,  (in  lieu  of 
flour  or  soft  bread;)  com  meal,  sixteen  ounces,  (in  lieu 
of  flour  or  bread.) 

To  100  rations:  beans  or  peas,  twelve  and  one-half 
pounds;  or  rice  or  hominy,  eight  pounds;  soap,  two 
pounds;  vinegar,  two  quarts;  salt,  two  pounds;  which 
rations  are  of  the  same  quality  as  those  issued  to 
United  States  troops,  and  are  drawn  by  the  Assistant 


*4^ 

Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  prison  camp,  from  Post 
Commissary,  on  requisition  for  the  number  of  prison¬ 
ers  in  camp,  and  reissued  to  each  mess-bo  use  in  b  ulk, 
there  to  be  cooked,  in  large  boilers  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  served  out  to  the  prisoners  thus:  Each 
cook-house — of  which  there  are  seven,  originaHy 
intended  to  feed  one  thousand  men  per  diem,  be¬ 
ing  able  to  accommodate  five  hundred  at  a  time — is 
now  made  to  furnish  food  for  two  thousand  and  up¬ 
ward — is  under  the  charge  of  two  sergeants,  one  to 
superintend  the  cooking  of  the  rations,  and  the  other 
(both  are  prisoners)  the  serving  of  them  out.  The 
camp  being  laid  out  in  divisions  of  a  thousand  men 
each,  is  so  arranged  that  each  cook-house,  as  far  as 
practicable,  shall  feed  two  divisions  twice  a  day,  and, 
to  avoid  any  confusion,  each  division  furnishes  to  the 
cook-house  where  it  gets  its  food  daily  the  number  of 
men  present,  which  must  agree  with  the  number 
stated  on  the  morning  the  report  is  made  to  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal. 

Bread  is  delivered  each  noon,  for  the  twenty-four  j 
hours  succeeding,  to  the  sergeants  in  charge  of  com¬ 
panies  of  100  men,  who  issue  it  to  the  men  they  have  I 
in  charge.  Each  day  at  dinner  the  prisoners  receive 
a  large  cup  of  bean  or  pea  soup,  and  in  the  morning 
receive  the  ration  of  beef  or  pork,  as  stated.  They  are 
marched  up  by  companies  to  the  number  of  500  at  a 
time,  to  each  cook-house,  and  eat  the  rations  prepared 
for  them  and  set  on  long  tables,  out  of  tin-ivare, which 
is  always  kept  clean  and  bright. 

Rations  are  drawn  from  the  Post  Commi&sary  by  the 
Assistant  Commissary  of  subsistence  of  p  son-camp 
once  every  ten  days,  and  consist  usually  o£  two  days’ 
pork,  two  days’  fresh  beef,  two  days’  salt  beef,  and 
lour  days’  salt  fish,  together  with  beans  or  peas,  salt, 
vinegar  and  soap.  Occasionally,  by  order  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commanding,  potatoes  are  drawn  and  issued  to 
the  prisoners  over  and  above  the  regular  ration.  Ra¬ 
tions  are  issued  to  the  cook-house  by  the  Assistant. 
Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  prison-camp  daily,  and 
for  the  exact  number  of  men  reported  in  the  divisions 
that  each  house  feeds.  It  requires  the  entire  forenoon 
to  prepare  the  soup  issued  at  dinner,  and  as  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  commence  cooking  the  meat  for  the  next  day 
immediately  after  dinner  has  been  served,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible,  for  want  of  time,  to  furnish  more  than  two 
meals  daily. 

Every  care  is  taken  to  keep  the  cook-houses  perfect¬ 
ly  clean  and  the  food  properly  cooked  and  served. 
£}nce  each  week  the  Provost-Marshal  inspects  the 
houses,  and  the  medical  officer  of  the  day  inspects  the 
food  daily.  The  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence 
of  prison-camp  visits  eacli  house  daily,  and  is  strict 
in  seeing  that  food,  utensils  and  houses  are  kept  clean, 
and  that  each  of  the  employes  attends  to  his  duty. 

Sugar  and  coffee  or  tea  are  issued  to  the  sick  or 
wounded,  in  conformity  to  General  Order  No.  1, above 
referred  to,  in  the  manner  therein  specified. 

Prisoners  employed  on  public  works  are  allowed  the 
following  rations,  viz: 

Pork  or  bacon,  12  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  beef;)  salt  or 
fresh  beef,  16  ounces;  flour  or  soft  bread,  18  ounces; 
hard  bread,  12  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  flour  or  soft  bread;) 
corn  meal,  18  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  flour  or  bread.) 

Per  100  rations:  beans  or  peas,  15  pounds;  rice  or 
hominy,  10  pounds,  (in  lieu  of  beans  or  peas;)  coffee, 
(ground,)  5  pounds;  coffee,  (green,)  7  pounds,  (in  lieu 
of  coffee;)  tea,  16  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  coffee;)  sugar,  12 
pounds;  vinegar,  3  quarts;  soap,  4  pounds;  salt,  3% 
pounds;  which  they  receive  in  the  following  manner : 
These  prisoners  receive  daily,  in  the  same  way  that 


|  other  prisoners  do  at  the  cook-houses,  the  same  rations 
that  are  issued  to  the  hulk  of  the  prisoners,  and  once 
every  ten  days  the  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsist¬ 
ence  of  the  camp  issues  to  the  sergeant  of  each  detail¬ 
ed  squad  the  difference  cetween  the  ration  already  re¬ 
ceived  and  the  allowance  as  above.  The  sergeants  in 
charge  of  details  then  divide  this  surplus  equally  be¬ 
tween  the  men  under  them.  There  are  about  1,000 
men  employed  on  public  works,  viz. :  350  on  fortifi¬ 
cations,  ~and  650  by  the  Post  Quartermaster. 

Soft  bread  is  almost  invariably  furnished;  in  fact, 
hard  bread  has  never  been  issued  except  to  prisoners 
arriving  at  this  depot  too  late  to  have  bread  baked  at 
the  bakery  on  the  Point.  In  all  instances  the  rations 
are  fresh  and  good,  and  are  the  same  in  quality  as 
those  issued  to  the  United  States  troops.  Every  care 
is  taken  to  have  the  rations  (and  they  are)  fairly  served 
out,  and  especial  care  is  taken  to  have  them  properly 
cooked  and  prepared.  Eations  are  now  issued  to 
about  19,500  prisoners,  exclusive  of  those  in  hospitals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MHITTEMOBE. 

Lieutenant  and  A.  C.  S.  of  this  oners  of  War. 

Brig. -Gen.  James  Basses,  Commanding  District  of 
St.  Mary's,  Point  Lookout,  Maryland. 

Headquarters  District  of  St.  Marx’s, 
Provost-Marshal’s  Office, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  20, 18C5. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this,  the  20th  day  of  April,  1865, 
A.  G.  BEADY,  Major  and  Provost-Marshal. 

Prisoners’  Hospital,  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  1 

April  15,  1865.  ) 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  regarding 
the  medical  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  under  your 
t  command: 

The  camp  is  divided  into  divisions  of  1.0C0  men 
each;  each  division  is  under  the  charge  of  volunteer 
medical  officers  from  among  the  prisoners,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  treat  those  slightly  sick  in  quarters,  and 
report  all  serious  cases  to  the  United  States  medical 
officers  in  charge  of  all  the  divisions  of  camp,  for  ex¬ 
amination  with  reference  to  their  admission  ipfo 
hospital. 

A  daily  sick  call  is  held  in  each  company,  the  same 
as  in  regiments  of  our  own  troops. 

The  hospital  proper  consists  of  nine  iarge  wood¬ 
en  wards,  each  ward  having  sixty  hospital  beds,  com¬ 
plete. 

In  addition  to  these  wards,  there  are  sixty  hospital 
tents,  floored,  and  with  beds. 

There  are  separate  and  detached  wards  for  measles, 
erysipelas,  and  other  contagious  diseases.  (See  ac¬ 
companying  plan  <s  A.”)  The  hospital  for  small-pox  is 
located  one  mile  from  the  prisoners’  camp  and  hospi¬ 
tal. 

The  medicine*  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners 
are  of  the  same  kind  and  quantity  as  issued  to  our 
own  troops  at  military  posts. 

The  diet  of  the  sick  is  the  same  as  in  United  States 
General  Hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  our  own  sick. 
The  savings  on  the  army  rations  constitute  the  hospi¬ 
tal  fund,  and  is  expended,  the  came  as  in  other  hospi¬ 
tals,  in  the  purchase  of  Articles  of  extra  diet  for  the 
sick,  such  as  butter,  cheese,  milk,  corn  starch,  farina, 
vermicelli,  macaroni,  soda  crackers,  eggs,  apples,  on¬ 
ions  and  such  other  vegetables  as  the  market  affords ; 
the  amount  thus  expended  from  July,  1864,  to  March. 


1865,  inclusive,  being  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-eight  dollars  and  six  cents,  ($14, 448  06.)  (See 
accompanying  list  and  abstract  “B.”) 

Large  issues  of  clothing  have  been  made  to  prison¬ 
ers  coining  to  the  hospital  in  a  destitute  and  suffering 
condition. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  sick  treated  have  been 
those  received  from  the  front  in  a  feeble  condition,  or 
coming  frem  other  parts.  Especially  is  this  true  of 
-  scurvy  and  diseases  of  scorbutic  and  malarial  origin. 

Accompanying  this  report  (abstract  “  C”)  is  a  copy 
of  the  general  summary  of  monthly  report  of  sick  and 
wounded,  with  a  tabular  list  of  the  most  common  dis¬ 
eases  and  deaths,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that,  with 
an  average  of  9,874  prisoners  per  month,  from  July, 
1864,  to  March,  1865,  inclusive,  there  were  147  deaths 
monthly,  being  a  ratio  of  fifteen  and  seven-lnindreths 
per  one  thousand  men.  From  September,  1863,  to 
June,  1864,  inclusive,  with  an  average  of  7,491  prison¬ 
ers  per  month,  (here  were  62  deaths  monthly,  being  a 
ratio  of  eight  and  four- tenths  per  one  thousand  men. 

This,  I  think,  will  be  regarded  as  a  remarkably  light 
percentage  of  deaths  under  the  most  favorable  circum¬ 
stances,  and  especially  so  when  we  consider  the  de¬ 
bilitated  condition  in  which  many  of  the  prisoners 
are  when  received,  and  the  depressing  effects  of  long 
imprisonment,  if  rendered  ever  so  light. 

The  prevailing  diseases  are  diarrhoea,  dysentery, 
remittent,  intermettent  and  typhoid  fevers,  pneumo¬ 
nia  and  scurvy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  V.,  in  charge. 

Brig.-Gen.  J.  Barnes,  commanding. 
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Heabqttakters  District  St.  Mart’s, 
Provcst-Marshal’s  Office, 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  20,  1865. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  the  20th  day  of  April,  1865. 

A.  G.  BitADY, 

Major  and  Provost  Marshal. 

GROSS  AMOUNT  OF  ARTICLES  PURCHASED  FROM 
HOSPITAL  FUND  FOE  EXTEA  DIET?  FROM  JULY, 


1864,  TO  MAECH, 


Butter . lbs.  6,0£7 

Cheese . Bis.  5,107 

Con.  Milk . doz.  276 

Eggs . doz.  2,976 

Soda  Crackers _ bbls.  189 

Apples . bbls.  50 

Farina . . . lbs.  1,782 


1865,  INCLUSIVE. 

Com  Starch . doz.  177 

Maccaroni . lbs.  3,000 

Vermicelli . lbs.  3,000 

Pearl  Barley . lbs.  2,498 

Onions . bbls.  77 

Turnips  and  other  veg- 
tables . bbls.  348 


I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  statement,  compiled 
from  the  monthly  statement  of  hospital  fund  for  the 
months  included  above.  J.  H.  THOMPSON. 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  charge. 


Headquarters  District  of  St.  Marx’s, 
Provost-MaFvSHal’s  Office, 

Point  Lookput,  Md.,  April  19,  18651 
General:  In  accordance  with  your  instructionsi  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  manner  in  which  the 
prisoners-of-war  camps  are  conducted  at  this  poet: 

The  prisoners  are  divided  into  divisions  of  1,000  each, 
in  charge  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  detailed  for 
that  purpose  from  regiments  doing  duty  at  this  post, 
,  and  again  divided  into  companies  of  100  each,  in 
!  charge  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  selected  from 


the  prisoners,  who  are  held  responsible  for  the  clean¬ 
liness  and  good  behavior  of  the  prisoners  under 
their  charge.  On  the  arrival  of  prisoners,  they  are 
required  to  deliver  to  the  Provost-MarshaT,  for  safe¬ 
keeping,  all  moneys  and  valuables  in  their  possession. 
Each  package  is  marked  with  the  owner’s  name,  re¬ 
giment  and  company,  and  is  so  registered  and 
returned  to  them  when  leaving  for  exchange  or  dis¬ 
charge.  Of  the  available  currency  a  book  is  furnished 
them,  upon  which  they  are  allowed  to  purchase  from 
the  sutler  such  articles  as  are  allowed  by  the  Commis¬ 
sary-General  of  Prisoners.  Any  money  sent  them 
during  their  confinement  is  placed  to  their  credit  in 
the  same  manner.  Letters  are  allowed  to  he  written 
and  received  by  the  prisoners,  and  when  examined,  if 
found  unexceptionable,  are  immediately  delivered. 
They  are  allowed  to  receive  from  their  friends,  “  upon 
a  permit  from  the  Provost-Marshal,”  such  articles  of 
clothing  as  they  may  require,  provided  they  are  of  the 
'  proper  quality  and  color? 

The  prisoners  are  comfortably  quartered  in  Sibley 
tents,  wedge  tents,  and  wooden  structures  covered  by 
shelter  tents.  The  camps  are  thoroughly  inspected 
every  Sunday  morning,  and  the  prisoners  paraded  by 
divisions,  each  man  with  his  blanket,  and  any  found 
in  a  filthy  condition  are  required  to  bathe  and  wash 
themselves  and  clothing  at  once.  For  this  purpose 
they  are  allowed  free  access  to  the  shore,  in  rear  of 
the  camp,  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Report  of  the 
above  inspection  is  made  weekly,  a  copy  of  one  of 
i  which  (marked  a)  is  herewith  inclosed.  The  camps 
are  thoroughly  policed  daily,  and  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  is  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  regiments  of 
our  own  troops  in  the  field. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  prisoners 
of  wax  at  this  post  from  its  establishment,  July  31, 
1863,  to  April  18,  1865,  marked  A. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BRADY, 

Major  and  Pro.-Mar.  'in  charge  Prisoners  of  War. 
Brig.-Gen.  James  Bashes,  Commanding  District 
St.  Mary’s,  Point  Lookout,  Md. 

Headquarters  District  of  St.  Marx’s,  1 
Office  Ass’t  Adj’t-Genesal,  April  19,  1865.  j 
Sworn  to  before  me.  .  C.  C.  DREW, 

Capt.  Y.  R.  C.,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Judge-Advocate. 
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From  Our  Own  Correspondent. 

Louisville,  Ey.,  Wednesday,  July  19,  1865. 

The  great  Soldiers’  Aid  Commission  are  preparing 
foivthe  speedy  closing  of  their  work.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Commission  rooms  here  will  probably  be  shut  up 
within  three  or  four  weeks.  The  General  Secretary, 
Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  from  the  main  office  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  passed  through  here  on  Monday  last  for  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Atlanta,  with  the  view  of  drawing  the  socle* 
ty’s  operations  to  a  close  through  all  that  region.  The 
work  done  has  been  one  of  magnitude  and  of  signal 
utility  during  the  bloody  closing  years  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion.  The  memory  of  this  benign  institution  and  its 
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‘balm-diffusing  labors  will  be  a  perpetual  fragrance.  It 
will  bo  enshrined  in  the  grateful  hearts  of  myriads 
who  have  found  relief  and  comfort  from  its  timely  and' 
priceless  benefactions. 

The  Sanitary  Commission,  which  commenced  ply¬ 
ing  its  gigantic  work  at  an  earlier  _  day,  and  will  ply  it 
till  soldiers  no  longer  need  its  prompt  and  liberal 
succors,  will  also  find,  ere  long,  its  Heaven-devised 
“  occupation  gone.” 

The  Western  Branch, established  in  this  City, has  been 
the  chief  disbursing  depot  of  supplies  for  the  great  • 
armies  of  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland  and  Mississippi, 
and  at  Cairo,  Memphis,  Vicksbitrgh,  Nashville,  Knox¬ 
ville,  Atlanta,  and  other  prominent  points,  the  agents 
oi  the  commission  have  been  found  carrying  put  the 
ommi, lion’s  liberal  system  of  ministering  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  needy  and  suffering  soldiers  pf  our  re¬ 
doubtable  armies. 

The  Western  Branch  has  been  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  J.  S.  Newberry,  a  gentleman  of  scientific  cul¬ 
ture,  eminent  as  a  geologist,  and  of  rare  administra¬ 
tive  ability,  whose  energies  have  been  devoted  to  the 
great  work  of  the  commission  with  the  most  untiring 
zeal,  and  with  results  evincing  everywhere  his  high 
capacity  and  adaptedness  to  his  position.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  supplies  needed  by  our  soldiers  in  field  and 
hospital,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  such  as  the 
government  does  not  furnish,  is  almost  incredible.  I 
cite  a  few  items  of  the  supplies  furnished  through 
this  depot,  for  the  quarter  ending  with  June  30,  1865. 

It  is  from  the  official  report,  not  yet  published ; 
and  will  show  how  large  has  been  the  stream 
of  benefactions  flowing,  through  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission,  to  the  very  close  of  the  war  : 

Bedding  and  Clothing. — 769  comforters;  196  coats 
and  pans;  13,980  drawers;  299  dressing  gowns;  26,193 
shirts;  3,348  socks;  6,747  towels  and  handkerchiefs. 

Articles  of  Diet  and  Delicacies — 1,497  gallons  ale 
and  cider;  841  gallons  apple  butter;  7,868  pounds 
concentrated  beef;  2,174  pounds  butter;  44,323  pounds 
crackers;  1,084  dozens  eggs;  2,674  pounds  fari¬ 
na  ;  5,480  cans  preserved  fruits ;  54,493  pounds 

-dried  fruit ;  2,265  dozen;  lemons ;  3,355  bottles 

syrup  and  cordials;  3,847  bottles  wine  and  spirits; 
10,998  pounds  concentrated  milk ;  4,081  bushels 
onions;  47,422  bushels  potatoes;  56,885  gallons  pickles ; 
30,385  gallons  sour  krout,  1,205  pounds  of  tea,  &c.  / 

This,  which  is  but  a  sample  of  a  formidable  cata¬ 
logue,  embracing  nearly  every  article  that  a  sick  and 
wounded  man  needs,  or  would  be  likely  to  receive,  if 
surrounded  by  assiduous,  well-to-do  friends  at  home, 
is  the  distributing  result  of  this  noble  'agency 
for  a  period  of  only  three  months,  and  these  months 
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marked  by  the  winding  up  of  the  war  and  the  disband¬ 
ing  of  our  armies.  Words  are  tame  to  express  the  ob¬ 
ligations  that  our  soldiers  owe,  that  our  government 
and  the  country  owe,  that  humanity  and  liberty  owe 
to  the  large-souled  and  unfaltering  beneficence  of  the 
people,  which  has  poured  through  the  fitting  channel 
of  the  Sanitary  Commission  its  healing  and  saving 
streams.  The  influence  of  the  commission,  moral  and 
material,  upon  the  successful  issue  of  the  terrific 
struggle,  has  been  immense.  They  who  have  man¬ 
aged  its  affairs  with  so  much  prudence,  skill  and  en 
|  ergy,  deserve  to  share,  and  will  share,  with  our  heroic 
commanders  and  noble  men, the  gratitude  and  praises 
which  all  true  hearts  pay  to  those  who,  under  God, 
have  achieved  victory  and  brought  peace  to  the  land. 


